
A Look Back … Ernest Greenwalt
Ernest Greenwalt’s nickname was “Smiles” and he got along famously with people, recalls his son Lynn, former director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He also stood his ground on issues he deemed important. The senior Greenwalt, long-time manager of Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in Oklahoma, hosted barbecues on the refuge for military personnel but so vigorously opposed handing over refuge land to Fort Sill that his wife had to shop in a different town. 
Ernest Greenwalt started out as a newspaperman in Nevada. After writing about the decline of the American antelope for the Boone and Crockett Club, he left journalism and “did conservation with vigor the rest of his life,” Lynn Greenwalt says.

He started as one of the first employees at Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge in Nevada, but a few years after Lynn was born in 1931, the family moved to Oklahoma where the schools were better.  Lynn grew up on Wichita Mountains refuge and even helped his dad collect 2,000 tons of scrap metal during World War II. The senior Greenwalt became a master at finding military surplus equipment for his refuge, especially drab olive tractors.
Greenwalt was also a master at soil and moisture conservation, figuring out solutions for whatever problem surfaced – such as spreading truckloads of small rocks to slow a stream and force the water out over the land. He continued the policies initiated by his predecessor, George Mushbach, of eliminating leases for grazing and using the land for wildlife conservation – especially big wildlife. The buffalo herd at Wichita Mountains Refuge grew from 150 to 1,100 during Greenwalt’s two decades as manager. There were dramatic increases in longhorn cattle and elk as well. 
The local newspaper gave Greenwalt high praise when he departed for Wyoming’s National Elk Refuge in 1956: “The life of a refuge manager is not an easy one … he must be a policeman and a diplomat and at the same time try to carry out the policies fixed by the higher echelons of the Fish and Wildlife Service.” 
He received a Department of the Interior Distinguished Service Award for field staff but did not come to Washington to accept it because he didn’t like the attention.
CAPTION: 

Ernest Greenwalt using a portable radio to contact headquarters from the field at Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in Oklahoma in 1948. (USFWS)

