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The face of America is changing quickly and dramatically.  Whether you look at your own community or at Census Bureau statistics, you can see change happening almost in front of your eyes.  What does it all mean for the Refuge System and Refuge Friends?

First, let’s look at a few statistics presented by Dr. Emilyn Sheffield of the University of California/Davis during the Friends for the Future Conference.  By 2100, America is projected to have 571 million people.  Our population is growing by about three million people each year.  

Between 2000 and 2030, 88 percent of the U.S. population growth will take place in southern and western Census regions.  By 2030, 20 percent of national population will be over the age 65, up from the current 12 percent.  

Today, 62 percent of our fellow Americans speak a language other than English when they are home, and 45 percent of them speak Spanish.  Forty-five percent of children younger than five are considered racial and ethnic minorities, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.  By 2050, 80 percent of our population is expected to be urban residents.  
Americans today live in a cocoon of comfort inside their homes.  Does it come as any surprise that people are looking for technological connectivity and personal control when they go into nature?  
Yet, the Refuge System has competitive advantages.  First, we have outstanding wildlife.  We can be hubs of tourism – as refuges already are in Texas, Florida and many other states.  We offer trails, wildlife observation, wildlife photography – just a few of our assets that get people to slow down and appreciate nature.  
Finally, refuges offer people outstanding ways to connect with the greater good.  That’s a message that will help national wildlife refuges thrive for another 100 years.  
