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Four Years of Conserving the Future
Since July 2011, when U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees and partners gathered in Madison, WI, to ratify Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation, that vision has been the road map for the decade. 

National Wildlife Refuge System staff nationwide has used Conserving the Future to strategically and collaboratively address the mounting challenges faced in conserving fish, wildlife and plant habitats in a rapidly changing world.

“We have some really big game-changing products that have come out of Conserving the Future,” says Refuge System Chief Cynthia Martinez, citing the strategic growth policy and integration of landscape conservation design into Refuge System decisions.  

At the fourth anniversary of Conserving the Future, here are some products that focus on scientific excellence at landscape scale for the benefit of a diverse public while nurturing the next generation of conservation leaders:

Landscape Scale
· The Refuge System strategic growth policy focuses on threatened and endangered species, waterfowl and migratory birds (http://1.usa.gov/1JePv0V).
· “Planning for Climate Change on the National Wildlife Refuge System” (http://1.usa.gov/1GCPaST).

Scientific Excellence
· “7-Year Inventory and Monitoring Plan” that outlines policies and protocols (http://1.usa.gov/1Aqrv5V).
· ServCat, an online database for storing and sharing a wide range of documents (https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/).

To Benefit of a Diverse Public
· “Volunteer and Partner Involvement in the National Wildlife Refuge System,” which integrates key concepts into all aspects of employee training programs (http://1.usa.gov/1GNKcba).
· A “Friends Partnership Mentoring Program Action Plan,” which addresses the needs of a maturing Friends program and includes face-to-face peer-to-peer coaching and information-sharing among a trained mentor team, refuge staff and board members (http://1.usa.gov/1JGeZY8).
· “Introduction to Social Media and ‘How To’ Guide,” a primer for promoting refuges (http://bit.ly/1DPMksX).
· “Meet the National Wildlife Refuge System: Special Places Where Wildlife and People Thrive,” a primer for new employees, volunteers, Friends and others (http://1.usa.gov/1JGf9Pr).
· The Urban Wildlife Conservation Program, which is designed to engage urban communities as partners in wildlife conservation. Its website – http://www.fws.gov/urban – includes the Standards of Excellence, principles to live by for all refuges.

“We’re putting products out there so that people don’t have to reinvent the wheel,” says Martinez. “I see a commitment to implementing the strategic vision. We’re doing what we said we were going to do.”

All products and more are available on the Conserving the Future website: www.fws.gov/refuges/vision.
