SERVICE SUPPORTS “DOUBLE UP FOR THE DUCKS”

Ducks Unlimited Campaign for Wetlands and Waterfowl Habitat Conservation

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is supporting Double Up for the Ducks –  a new campaign by Ducks Unlimited encouraging duck hunters and others who would like to make a difference for wildlife conservation to purchase two federal Duck Stamps this year to help conserve habitat for wild ducks, geese and other waterfowl. 
“The Service certainly appreciates this effort being undertaken by Ducks Unlimited to further waterfowl and wetlands conservation across the country,” said Service Director Dan Ashe. “The Duck Stamp program has been one of the most successful conservation programs in history and buying not one but two Duck Stamps is one of the best ways around to protect wildlife and waterfowl habitat.” 

 “The federal Duck Stamp has been an important tool in waterfowl habitat conservation for 77 years, but its ability to purchase and conserve important waterfowl habitat has been greatly diminished by inflation and rising land prices,” Ducks Unlimited CEO Dale Hall said. 
Since 1934, sales from the Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp, commonly 
known as the federal Duck Stamp, have helped to acquire more than 5.3 million acres of waterfowl habitat for the National Wildlife Refuge System.  Ninety-eight cents out of every dollar is spent to acquire land and protect waterfowl habitat.  Stamp revenues benefit waterfowl and countless other wildlife species as well as people by expanding opportunities and access for wildlife dependent recreation.   

The cost of the Duck Stamp -- $15 -- has remained the same since 1991.  In 1991, revenue from the Duck Stamp enabled the Service to acquire 89,000 acres of habitat for the National Wildlife Refuge System at an average cost of $306 an acre. In 2010, the Service was able to acquire only 32,000 acres because land values had tripled to an average of $1,091 an acre.
There are many easy ways to buy Duck Stamps:

· Call or order online from the United States Postal Service at 1-800 STAMP-24 (1-800-782-6724) or online at http://shop.usps.com
· Visit your local post office

· Call or order online from Amplex Corporation at 1-800-852-4897 or online at www.duckstamp.com
· Contact the Federal Duck Stamp Office at 703-358-1784 or duckstamps@fws.gov
· Duck Stamps can also be purchased at most major sporting goods stores that sell hunting licenses.

