Don’t Underestimate America’s Concern

It was July 14 – Day 87 of the Deepwater Horizon spill -- and the oil had stopped, awaiting the relief well to permanently plug the hole in the Earth.  It was a relief for Louisiana and other Gulf States.  It was a relief for the nation.  It was a relief for wildlife.  But it was only a temporary relief.  
The long-term work continues.
The Deepwater Horizon oil spill response is massive, covering about 460,000 square miles of ocean and 750 miles of shoreline, fought by more than 40,000 people from federal, state, local agencies, industry and even academia.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service alone deployed more than 525 people.  
But the fight on behalf of wildlife is not over. What we don’t know about the impacts of the oil spill is far more extensive than what we do know.  
When will wildlife thrive again?  What will be the long term and short term environmental impacts of a spill that pumped millions of gallons into the ocean?  What will happen to the next generation of wildlife?  Will some species’ reproductive function be impaired?   
This much we do know:  Hundreds of Service employees deployed to the Gulf worked long hours -- through weekends and holidays -- to ensure the best possible environmental outcome.  And we know that Refuge Friends found innovative ways to find a silver lining in this nightmare.    
The Friends of Balcones Canyonlands in Texas offered a $10 donation to the National Wildlife Refuge Association’s oil spill fund for every new member.  The Refuge Association’s oil spill fund is helping Friends groups that incurred extra expenses as staff deployed to the spill.  The Association’s first grant went to the Friends of Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge in Alabama to help them plant native vegetation on newly constructed berms that prevented oil from reaching critical habitat for the endangered Alabama beach mouse.  
Our future challenges will be as great as those we’ve already faced during the 87 days of spewing oil.  All of us face one, overarching challenge:  to maintain the nation’s sky-high interest in wildlife’s health.  Perhaps one of the most important lessons we’ve learned is not to underestimate America’s concern for its natural resources.  Thank you for all you do for national wildlife refuges.
