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The Refuge System’s Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation blueprint for the next decade is steadily moving from the theoretical phase into the practical implementation phase.

In the months immediately after the July 2011 ratification of the Conserving the Future vision for the Refuge System, nine implementation teams were chartered to put the vision into practice.

Three of those teams have “formally graduated,” says Conserving the Future coordinator Anna Harris, meaning their products have been approved by Refuge System leadership. Six of the original teams are operating, and, in response to internal and external suggestions, a new team is being formed.

The accomplishments of the three graduated teams are:

· The first strategic growth policy for the Refuge System.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been moving toward such a policy for decades, and in late January a draft was published in the Federal Register.

· The principles set forth in the Planning implementation team’s report, A Landscape Scale Approach to Refuge System Planning, basically revolutionized the planning paradigm.  The Refuge System, for example, will no longer undertake Comprehensive Conservation Plans as they have been previously written, but instead will look at planning in a landscape context.  

· The Community Partnerships implementation team produced strategic plans for Friends, volunteers and community partnerships; revamped the Friends mentor program; added relevant elements to 14 existing staff training courses offered at the National Conservation Training Center; and identified a Web tool to help track volunteer hours.  

A new team – being assembled this spring – will address Conserving the Future Recommendation 18, dealing with enhancement of “appropriate recreation opportunities” on wildlife refuges by partnering with state fish and wildlife agencies, other governmental bodies, conservation organizations and businesses; and by updating relevant policies and infrastructure.  Among other issues, the team will refuge accessibility and community engagement. 

To see the Conserving the Future implementation teams’ work progress and products, go to:  http://www.fws.gov/refuges/vision/index.html.

CAPTION:  
The strategic growth policy developed as part of Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation will guide future Refuge System land acquisition. Here, buttes are the backdrop at Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge in Arizona. (USFWS)
