White River is Nation’s Second Blueway

The White River -- along with its watershed -- has been named the nation’s second National Blueway.  Among the wildlife refuges in the watershed are Cache River, Holla Bend, Dahomey, White River, Wapanocca and Bald Knob National Wildlife Refuges. 

“The National Blueway designation recognizes that strong, diverse partnerships are the best way to address the modern-day threats to our nation’s most important rivers, and the White River is an outstanding example of that approach,” said Deputy Secretary of the Interior David Hayes. “The river is the recreational and economic lifeblood of communities from the Ozarks to the Mississippi. River users and river lovers of all stripes have banded together to protect the White River watershed and maintain this magnificent resource for the region – and for the nation.”

In May 2012, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar established the National
Blueways System<http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/AMERICAS-GREAT-OUTDOORS-RIVERS-Secretary-Salazar-Creates-National-Blueways-System-Designates-Connecticut-River-and-Its-Watershed-as-First-National-Blueway.cfm> to promote and conserve the economic, recreational, and natural values of healthy river systems.  The initiative is part of President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to establish a community-driven conservation and
recreation agenda for the 21st century. 
The White River National Blueway was nominated by 26 diverse stakeholder groups, including the National Wildlife Refuge Association, The Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, The Conservation Fund and Audubon, among others.  

The Blueway designation does not establish a new protective status or regulation, but rather is intended to recognize and support existing local and regional conservation, recreation, and
restoration efforts by coordinating ongoing federal, state, and local activities.

Flowing for more than 700 miles from its headwaters in the Ozarks to its mouth at the Mississippi River, the White River drains a watershed spanning 17.8 million acres across 60 counties in Arkansas and Missouri. It is home to 1.2 million people.  The White River is an important part of the wildlife-related economies of Arkansas and Missouri, which statewide accounted for $1.8 billion and $2.8 billion in 2011, respectively. 

“We know through experience that by aligning federal, state and local agencies along with nonprofit and private interests, we can together accomplish great things for the people and wildlife of Arkansas and Missouri,” said National Wildlife Refuge Association President David
Houghton.

In support of the new White River National Blueway, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently approved a 101,110-acre expansion to the Cache River Refuge in Arkansas.  The refuge was named for one of the White River’s main tributaries.  

For maps and photographs of the White River:  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/news/2013/001.html
