Refuge System Communications Win Awards

Two newsletters and one marketing campaign from the National Wildlife Refuge System have been cited for their excellence – including one that received the highest Platinum Award – by the Association of Marketing and Communication Professionals, which received almost 5,000 entries in its MarCom Awards 2009 international competition.  The Platinum Award went to the Refuge System’s public service campaign, which urged television viewers to “Get Some Nature into Your Kids” by visiting a national wildlife refuge.

The MarCom Awards is an international creative competition that recognizes outstanding achievement by marketing and communication professionals.  The competition has grown to what the Association believes may be the largest such competition in the world.  Judges are industry professionals who look for companies and individuals “whose talents exceed a high standard of excellence and whose work serves as a benchmark for the industry,” according to the letter announcing the winning entries.
The three Refuge System products cited were:
· Platinum award:  “Get Some Nature into Your Kids” public service campaign, in the Marketing/Promotion Campaign category.  The television public service announcement aired on more than 400 national television networks, reaching millions of viewers across the nation to emphasize the importance of making a special connection with nature on a national wildlife refuge.  Art work from the TV campaign appeared on buses and in subway stations in the Washington, DC, metro area and inside several major metropolitan airports.
· Gold Award: Friends Forward quarterly newsletter, in the External Newsletter/Government category.  Launched just two years ago, the newsletter keeps more than 200 nonprofit Refuge Friends organizations informed with fresh ideas and achievements of their nonprofit colleagues as well as news from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.     
· Honorable Mention:  Refuge Update bimonthly newsletter, in the Employee Publications/Internal Newsletter category.  Entered in a communications competition for the first time, the newsletter was launched six years ago. Refuge Update not only keeps Refuge System and Service employees informed, but also helps taxpayers, Refuge System supporters and those on Capitol Hill learn about Refuge System innovations in habitat conservation and restoration, land protection, controlling invasives, outstanding visitor programs and the range of Refuge System programs that help fulfill its conservation mission.
