Cherry Valley Refuge

Established in Pennsylvania
The 553rd national wildlife refuge is just 75 miles west of New York City and 100 miles north of Philadelphia. Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge in northeastern Pennsylvania was established on Oct. 18, when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acquired 185 acres of land from the owners of Sorrenti’s Cherry Valley Vineyards. The parcel was purchased with money appropriated by Congress from the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
The refuge’s acquisition boundary, which encompasses more than 20,000 acres near the Delaware Water Gap, is surrounded by residential/resort development in the Pocono Mountains to the north and commercial/residential development in the Lehigh Valley to the south.
Refuge manager Michael Horne, recognizing the extreme pressures of exurban sprawl in the Northeast, says the establishment of Cherry Valley Refuge “shows me that there still are a lot of people out there who value the land and value conservation and will go to great lengths to protect what they believe in.”
Service Acting Director Rowan Gould says, “Cherry Valley is a model for the President’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. It is an example of how private citizens and local communities can safeguard the places they care about. The Service is pleased to be part of the citizen-led partnership that helped create this refuge.”  The refuge was formally approved by the Service in December 2008. Since then, the Service has been working with the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge Partnership, Friends of Cherry Valley and local citizens to identify property to purchase within the acquisition boundary for the refuge. 
Horne describes the refuge’s first parcel as a mix of hardwood forest habitat: woodland uplands, a riparian corridor and “promising wetlands in terms of bog turtle management.” A primary short-term goal of the refuge, he says, is “to work with our partners in the valley to get a handle on where the bog turtles are and what they need. We will identify wetlands that are in the most need of restoration and get working on them first.”
The bog turtle’s habitat is highly susceptible to the natural succession of trees encroaching on wetlands. Horne plans to manage refuge wetlands to make sure they don’t become degraded by such encroachment, and staff will take steps to “open them back up when necessary.”
Debra Schuler, president of the Friends of Cherry Valley, describes the first parcel as “a doorway to the refuge boundary area” at the west end of the valley near the headwaters of Cherry Creek, which flows into the Delaware River. She calls the parcel “a very beautiful piece of property with already established trails through wonderful woodlands.” 

Cherry Valley Refuge is the third national wildlife refuge entirely in Pennsylvania. The other two are John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum in Philadelphia and Erie Refuge in the northwestern part of the state. 
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