Let Your Voice Be Heard on America’s Great Outdoors
President Obama has launched a national dialogue about conservation in America following the April 16 White House Conference on America’s Great Outdoors, where more than 600 invited sports enthusiasts, conservationists and others joined in the first such conference in more than a century.  Americans are now being encouraged to share their ideas about community-level conservation.

Americans can share their stories about the places where they caught their first fish, camped for the first time, or discovered their connections to America’s great outdoors.  There are the places where families spend time together, where children play, and where we each forge memories that stay with us for a lifetime.  You can add your comments about national wildlife refuges and other special places – along with photos – at: 
http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/Feedback.cfm.

Another site -- http://ideas.usda.gov/ago/ideas.nsf/ -- is called the “idea jam,” where people can give their viewpoints on.  People are already leaving their comments on the Web site, where Web visitors are encouraged to vote for ideas they like on the issues:

· Reconnecting with the Great Outdoors:  Where you can give your ideas for helping Americans get outside and recommend with the nation’s land and water, history and culture, and wildlife.

· Public Lands Conservation:  Which open spaces, watersheds, historic or cultural sites, wildlife habitat or other public lands are most important to you, and what can be done at the local, state or federal level to improve their management?
· Private Lands Conservation:   How can the U.S. better support the voluntary efforts of farmers, ranchers and private landowners?

At the conclusion of the April 16 White House Conference on America’s Great Outdoors, President Obama signed a memorandum launching America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. As a follow up to the conference, members of the administration, including Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, will host regional sessions in coming months with groups and individuals across the country to discuss ideas that will form a 21st century conservation agenda.

