A Look Back … Joe Oliveros

Special agent Joe Oliveros was known as the “duck cop” by outlaw poachers who even fired machine guns at a boat repair shop where he was working at Savannah National Wildlife Refuge in South Carolina. Oliveros worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 29 years, first managing Savannah Refuge and then moving to law enforcement investigations as a special agent in 1981.  
During the 1980s and early 1990s, Oliveros patrolled one of the best duck hunting areas in northeast Louisiana, just east of Mer Rouge. His investigative work there deterred illegal hunting and helped waterfowl populations rebound from the drought-stricken ’80s. 

In 1994, Oliveros moved to Jacksonville, FL, where he launched an effective campaign to reduce illegal hunting of ducks and doves from Florida’s Panhandle down to Lake Okeechobee. He spearheaded efforts to protect endangered manatees from boat collisions by apprehending boaters who were exceeding posted speed limits. He also got married at Blackbeard Island Refuge in Georgia, when personal celebrations were still allowed.
The Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies honored Oliveros as Conservation Officer of the Year in 1994. Five years later, he received the Guy Bradley Award, given annually to a wildlife law enforcement officer who displays outstanding leadership, dedication and excellence in the field. A plaque honoring Oliveros at Merritt Island Refuge in Florida calls him a “tireless defender of our nation’s wildlife resources.” 

Refuge System law enforcement chief Jim Hall says Oliveros was a “well-rounded special agent, with a knowledge of both law enforcement and wildlife and an understanding of the culture of hunting.”
Oliveros was also instrumental in improving law enforcement training programs. He taught demanding courses in waterfowl identification and Migratory Bird Treaty Act enforcement. A tribute to him at the National Conservation Training Center says a “generation of Service officers benefitted from his enthusiasm, energy and professional expertise.”
Not long after he died of cancer in 2001, the area he protected from illegal hunting in Louisiana was dedicated to him.
CAPTION:
Joe Oliveros (1951-2001) was known as the “duck cop” for his efforts to deter illegal hunting across the Southeast. (USFWS)
