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The Recommendation:

Create an urban refuge initiative
that defines excellence in our
existing urban refuges,
establishes the framework for

creating new urban refuge
partnerships and implements a
refuge presencein ten
demographically and

geographically varied cities
across‘America'by 2015.

View of Atlantic City from Edwin B. Forsythe NWR

Background

The United States is growing, urbanizing,
and rapidly diversifying. In 2010 more than
79% of Americans were living in urban
areas and 27% identified with a racial group
other than white. At the same time,
participation in wildlife-dependent
recreation has shifted. From 1996 to 2006
the U.S. experienced a 10% decrease in the
number of people who hunted, a 15%
decrease in those who fished, and a 13%
increase in those who participated in
wildlife watching.

Of particular concern for wildlife managers
is that the wildlife-dependent recreationists
of today do not represent the diversity of
the American people. The urban wildlife
refuge initiative was born of the realization
that the U.S. is becoming an increasingly
urban nation and that urban residents are
often much more removed from nature
experiences than their rural neighbors. The
goal of the initiative is to explore ways to
better connect all Americans with nature
and ensure a continued active and engaged
conservation constituency.

An underlying need for the urban refuge initiative is a better understanding
of the urban audiences that this initiative strives to serve and identifying the
barriers and strategies to connecting with these audiences. The audience
analysis research is a collaborative effort by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, and North Carolina State University to
address these needs and support the larger urban wildlife refuge initiative.

The Approach to Understand Engaging Urban Audiences:
What is the state of science?

e Review and synthesize the literature to better understand the barriers,
motivations, and proven successful strategies of urban audience engagement.

What is working on the ground?

e Interview refuge staff and partner organization representatives to understand
who visits urban refuges, who does not, and why; what programs and
strategies have been successful; and what institutional factors promote or
impede the ability to connect with urban audiences.

What do community residents living near urban refuges think?

e Host workshops with community leaders near 6 urban refuges to hear how
outdoor recreation opportunities benefit urban residents; what barriers to
participation exist; and strategies to better connect and engage urban
residents.

e Bring refuge staff and community leaders together for dialogue around these
issues.

Key Deliverables:

e In-depth descriptions of the people and communities of urban areas to
provide refuge staff with a better understanding of their audiences

e Strategies, tools, and resources for refuge managers and visitor service
specialists to more effectively engage urban audiences on refuges and
address barriers to participation in outdoor recreation

Contribution to the Urban Academy, a training at NCTC for urban refuge
managers, staff, and partners, in September 2013

e Contributions to a web-based Urban Refuge Toolkit

In partnership with:
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