Three Honored for Outstanding Work 

Jennifer Jewett, education and outreach coordinator at Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge, ND, has been named by the nonprofit American Recreation Coalition as the 2011 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Legends Award recipient.  Jewett was recognized for her innovative programs to inspire and educate youth about wildlife and habitat, and her work in the development of community partners. 
Of note, she oversaw two AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps crews that completed major improvement projects, including renovating an accessible nature trail, removing hazardous trees at a dangerous intersection, prepping and assisting with prescribed fires on native prairie units, and organizing events such as Christmas bird counts, the North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp display and an endangered species education day at a North Dakota zoo. 
Pamela Steinhaus, visitor services manager at Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, Savanna, IL, District, and Lori Iverson, supervisory recreation planner at National Elk Refuge, WY, have been chosen as Beacon Award winners by the American Recreation Coalition. 
Steinhaus was recognized for her work integrating technology into her environmental strategy, which includes the use of free wi-fi service to refuge visitors and the installation of wildlife viewing cams throughout the southern portion of Upper Mississippi River Refuge.  Iverson was recognized for her integration of technology into a program titled “Journals and JPGs – Seasons on the Refuge” and using digital photography to stimulate interest in the natural resources of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem by using the refuge as a living field lab.
The Beacon Award is given annually to federal land management agency employees who stand out in the field of information and technology.  The Legend Award is presented to employees of federal land management agencies who excel in the field of recreation. The awards are presented by the American Recreation Coalition, in partnership with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Federal Highway Administration.
