Jim Kurth Become National Wildlife Refuge System Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe announced the selection of James (Jim) Kurth as the agency’s Chief for the National Wildlife Refuge System.  Kurth, a 32-year veteran of the Refuge System, has served as the Service’s deputy chief for the Refuge System since 1999.
As Chief, Kurth will lead the management of the world's premier system of public lands and waters set aside to conserve America's fish, wildlife and plants. The 108-year-old Refuge System comprises more than 150 million acres and 555 units.  There is a national wildlife refuge in every state and U.S. territories.
"Jim is the ideal person for this position," said Service Director Dan Ashe. "His depth of experience with the National Wildlife Refuge System and demonstrated strong leadership are just what the Fish and Wildlife Service needs as we begin implementation of Conserving the Future, our renewed vision for the growth and management of the Refuge System.” 
Kurth previously managed the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in northern Alaska – the largest wildlife refuge in the United States, spanning nearly 20 million acres.  He began his Refuge System career in 1979 and has held posts at Mississippi SandhiIl Crane National Wildlife Refuge in Mississippi, Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge in Florida, Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refuge in Louisiana, Seney National Wildlife Refuge in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, and Ninigret National Wildlife Refuge in Rhode Island.
Kurth earned a degree in wildlife management from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
