Refuge System Chief Urges Conservation on a Grand Scale
At Conserving the Future Conference

If ecological efforts are to truly succeed, professional and citizen conservationists must think at a grand scale beyond their own turf, expand their message to Americans of all ethnicities and locales, refine their use of sound science, and strengthen partnerships among federal, state, nongovernmental entities, volunteers and private landowners, National Wildlife Refuge System Chief Greg Siekaniec said July 21 as he opened the Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation conference in Madison, WI.
“We recognize ecological issues are of a planetary scale now.  They are not local.  The need to act is urgent,” Siekaniec told 1,100 attendees and a nationwide online audience.  
“Conservation in the future will include the important role of working ranches, farms, and forests, as well as privately owned recreational properties in linking and buffering the key protected areas.  We must recognize that collaborative efforts are essential in configuring a conservation landscape large enough to protect the natural world … the fish and wildlife we care so much about,” Siekaniec said.

The Conserving the Future conference was one of the year’s largest national gatherings of professional and citizen conservationists – including about 100 representatives of Refuge Friends groups.  It was the culmination of a months-long process to create a reinvigorated vision to guide the National Wildlife Refuge System for the next decade.  The vision was ratified at the conference and an implementation charter was signed by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe.
“A burgeoning [U.S.] population that is more urban, and ethnically diverse, presents us the challenge of building and maintaining a strong conservation constituency,” Siekaniec told conference attendees.  “If we want our conservation mission to remain relevant in a changing America, we must devise a means to grow a larger conservation constituency … We must tell our stories with the heart of a poet and the facts of a scientist as we engage Americans in the stewardship of our land.”
Siekaniec stressed the National Wildlife Refuge System’s commitment to the use of sound scientific data to guide land management decisions.  “I’m pleased that we have reinvigorated our inventory and monitoring effort as a key building block for national wildlife refuges and wetland management districts.  I am very excited by the progress we have made with our new Natural Resource Program Center in Fort Collins, Colorado,” he said.  “In conservation science, as in so much of our vision, we will not succeed alone.  We intend to be both strong leaders and strong partners.”
For more news about what occurred at the Conserving the Future conference, visit the news wire:  http://americaswildlife.org/newswire/.
Cutline:

About 100 representatives of Refuge Friends groups attended the Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation conference July 11-14  in Madison, WI.
