Conserving the Future Conference Will be as Close as Your Computer

As 1,200 people assemble July 10-14 in Madison, WI, for the Conserving the Future conference, where a reinvigorated vision for the Refuge System will be ratified, thousands more will be able to participate electronically.  
Cutting-edge technology will engage participants, giving them ideas on how to implement the vision in their communities and on national wildlife refuges.  The day-by-day conference schedule will be posted at the Conserving the Future Web site, www.AmericasWildlife.org, well before the event starts. 
During the conference, live streaming video will be aired on the site.  During the plenary sessions, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service personnel, refuge Friends and people across the nation will be able to submit questions remotely as speakers also take questions from the floor.

Online daily news feeds will be produced by teams of Service employees who will act as roaming journalists, writing stories from breakout sessions that will be held July 12-14.  These teams also will interview participants and create on-the-spot videos. 
Social media writers will bring news from the conference to Facebook and Twitter sites via the Conserving the Future Web site. Blogs will be updated from the conference by Service writers and participants. Photos will be regularly posted on Flickr.  

About 20 students – brought to the conference through two programs that provide employment to young people – will report on what they see and hear on site. Youth engagement will be a hallmark of the conference.

 “We’ve designed both the conference and the vision process to be inclusive, whether people are in Madison or in their homes and offices,” said National Wildlife Refuge System Chief Greg Siekaniec. “Planning will continue up to the last minute to make sure we bring as much information to people in a way that will minimize our carbon footprint and maximize their participation and understanding.”

