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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERYICE

75 SPRING STREET, S.W.

ATIANTA, GEORGIA 30303

April 23, 19Bo

Ref uge Manager, All'igator River NhJR, Fl,lS, Manteo, NC

Endangered Species Field Supervisor, F1,lS, Ashevi'11e, NC

Regional Director, FhlS, Atlanta, GA (AFA/SE)

SUBJECT: Intra-Service Sect.ion 7 Consultat'ion, Proposed Red ilJolf
Reintroduct'ion, All igator R'iver NhlR, Dare and Tyrrell Counties,
North Carolina (FtrlS Log No . 4-0-86-022)

This responds to your reguest of March 13, 1986, for a Sect'ion 7 consultation
on the subject aciion relative io the listed red wolf (Canis rufus)'

0n April 11, 1986, we completed the exam'inat'ion of the above actjon and

reviewed thA biological information provided by you along with information
available in our files. During the course of this review, Mary Anne Young,
Marshall Jones, Bob Cooke, and Gary Henry were contacted.

A review of your project and'informat'ion obtained indicates that the action
proposed invotves the reintroduction and reestablishment of the red wolf on

Rttigator R'iver Ni^IR. Acclimat'ing and releasing up to s'ix mated pairs of
animils over a l-year period wjth the purpose of developing a self-sustaining
population as a first step to enhance the potential for recovery of the
spec'ies in the wi1d, and into port'ions of its historic range.

The spec'ies' reproducti ve vigorin capti vity is secured and 'its surv'ival is
biologically assured. However, reestablishment in the w'ild is the on'ly means

by which the red wolf can be preserved as a naturally occurr.ing eiement of
our natural resources. The knowledge and techniques requ'ired to accomp'lish
such a task are now available.

Experiments have demonstrated that it js feasible to reestabl'ish adult
wiid-caught red wolves'in selected habitats in the w'ild. In add'ition,
observations on the spec'ies indicate that establ'ishment of capt'ive-reared
specirnens jn wild situat'ions'is also feasible. The Alligator Rjver Nl.lR

possesses many characteristics that make it a primary candidate for a red
wolf reintroduction attempt by providing a 1arge, unconfined majnland site
that will allow the establjshment of a social structure through natural
selection. This should result in a truly wjld and self-sustaining
popu I ati on .
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Therefore, aS a result of this examination and ratig!9.le, it is.our
Biologicai Opin'ion that your act'ion, as proposed, wlll promote the
conseivation and is not 1ike1y to jeopard'ize the existence of the red wolf or
result in the destruction or adverse modificat'ion of hab'itat for this
speci es.

Incidental Take

This incidental take statement addresses all red wolf reintroduction
project-related activities. When the experimental population regulations are
fi nal i zed and approved, those I awf ul acti vi ti es i ncl uded i n the regu'l ati ons
will supersede this incjdental take statement.

After reviewing the information provided and concerns relative to the
possibility of incidental take of red wolves durjng transportation or as a

resul t of reestabl'i shment eff orts, i t 'is anti c'i pated that 'inci dental take of
two red wolves may occur. However, to minimize such"impacts, the refuge
manager and red wolf project coordinator should develop and'imp'lernent a1l
necessary safety measures needed to avoid jncidental take and maintain
adequate coordination with project personnel. The refuge manager and red
wolf coordinator will assure that every effort is made by proiect personnel
to avoid this poss'ibility.

In the event of incidental take, the refuge manager and/or red wolf
coordjnator will provide a repoit describing the incidental take, actions
taken to prevent reoccurrence, and disposit'ion of the specimen. The refuge
manager and/or red wolf coordinator should contact the special agent to
obtain instructions on the disposit'ion of such specimen.

If during the course of the act'ion the amount of extent of incidental taking
previously specified is exceeded, the refuge manager and the field supervisor
must rei ni t'i ate consul tati on immedi ately.



r SEGTI0N 7 EVALUATIoN (Paee 1 or 2)

FIELD I'FFICE . ASHEVILLE

REGI.N: 4 Lmt$.f-e-t6_at5
pnOenRm(s) : Red trtolf Reintroduction

LOCATION (effnCX t,|AP) ! A'tligator River NhlR, Dare & Tyrrell Counties, NC

LISTED SPECIES OR CRITICAL HABITAT CONSIDERED:

Red-cockaded woodpecker (llo Critical Habitat)
American alliqator (No Critical Habitat)

NAME AND DESCRIPTION OF ACTIoN: *,
Reestablish the red wolf on /tlligator River Nl'lR b.y acclimatinq and releasing five
mated pairs of animals over a one year period.

OBJECTIVES OF THE ACTION: i

To recover the endangered and extjnct-in-the-wild red wolf via reintroductions into
the species' historii ranqe. Reintroducing the species onto the Alligator River Nt'lR

r.rould be the first step in this recovery effort.

EXPLANATIoN OF IMPAcT oF AcTION ON LISTED SPECIES OR CRITIiAL HABTTAT:

The reintroduct'ion and developnent of a self-sustaini6q nonulation that would utilize
. the r"efuqe r,rould not impact an.v endangered or threatened species or their critical
habitat /

RECOI.TMENDATION TO AVOID ANY IT'IPACTS:

None



, SECTION 7 EVALUATION

PROJECT LEADE

HT LL NOT

COMMENTS:

WILL NOT AFFECT! X TIAY AFFECT:-

PAGE 2

{z&

,orr{*

,*,sft{rn

coMMENTS:T Copcu/-'tr,nit Y* ReA poLl &etplp.o&r,&i,t wtLL pot r'nF**

#:f ,:f ,I\:e:::",t,,\rtrX":fr:If#iit.Jff,,ffffi "1+,oNoNy,_eeduoL$

AFFECT:

\keBe UtLU,hooweve&,bO a u,,vtlY Affecf of -rhts 
'{er^'TedL .. G rrs;t:{. 0il1'; i;-;1i';rh"l. doc"^yqrtfd4',

&c tt-ENDANGERED sPEclEs suPERIvs0R t 1,,t.,4a,, l"ltay DATE:

ARD-FA:

HAY AFFEcTTY ,

DATE

BIOLOGTCAL OPINION ATTACHED

REvrseo 5/83

,*'tUHf ,*afl N.*f. *V ?ft "r/r*tfr**
DATE

I{ILL NOT AFFECT:-
COMMENTS:

REGIONAL DIRECTOR:

WILL NOT AFFECT:-
COI'IMENTS:


