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Jeremy does not have decades of red-cockaded woodpecker management and 
conservation experience under his belt, having started on International Paper’s 
woodpecker program at Southlands Forest in the late 1990's. What Jeremy does 
have are the personal qualities that are going to be critical during the next decade, 
and beyond, if we are going to continue the recovery successes of the past decade. 
He has a refreshing cooperative, can-do attitude. He exemplifies what we need in 
the next generation of conservationists. A person who sees problems as 
opportunities. For example, by offering to help transport someone else’s 
translocation birds half way between the donor and recipient populations to save 
the biologists of the 2 populations time. What starts as a logistical challenge for 2 
population turns into an opportunity for Jeremy to help and presumably foster 
additional partnerships and collaboration. Jeremy is skilled at this, that is helping 
others achieve their objectives with no obvious immediate return on his 
investment. But he knows better. He clearly understands that saving red-cockaded 
woodpeckers requires partnerships and is willing to go the extra distance to form 
those partnerships. He is someone we can all learn from and we should. His 
cooperative spirit, willingness to help, positive attitude, and passion for the 
resource is infectious. He is a current recovery champion because right now he 
represents the best of what I believe we need in the future. That is aggressive, 
forward thinking individuals who see opportunities where others see barriers. 
Empower yourselves to be leaders by following Jeremy’s lead. Thank you Jeremy, 
for helping us look at things in a different, more positive way.  We are honored to 
present you this award.       
 


