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Sam Houston National Forest
Sam Houston Ranger District

New Waverly, Texas
Davy Crockett National Forest

Davy Crockett Ranger District

Kennard, Texas
Outreach Opportunity
Zoned District Wildlife Biologist GS-0486-11
Permanent Full Time
Please Respond by June 23, 2008
The Job:

We will be filling one Zoned District Wildlife Biologist position in the near future for the Sam Houston and Davy Crockett Ranger Districts. The position will be stationed at the Sam Houston National Forest in New Waverly, TX.  The primary duties of this position are overseeing the Sam Houston National Forest (SHNF) and Davy Crockett National Forest (DCNF) wildlife management programs, including coordinating monitoring of endangered red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW) populations and overseeing the public hunting programs in cooperation with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).  These duties will involve establishing wildlife monitoring and habitat management protocols and entering data into GIS and associate databases; reporting wildlife monitoring and habitat management results to appropriate state and federal agencies; working as a member of the Interdisciplinary Team on district projects requiring NEPA analysis; coordinating with other District programs such as timber, fire, and recreation on habitat management projects; reviewing all commercial oil, gas and other Special Use Permits requiring biological assessments; preparing annual budgets, supervising personnel, and working in support of the District’s prescribed burning program and wildland fire fighting.  Knowledge of GIS and GPS equipment is preferred.  Some travel away from the District office will be required as part of the job for work assignments and training.

The Sam Houston and Davy Crockett National Forests are two of four National Forests and two National Grasslands managed by the USDA Forest Service in Texas.

The Sam Houston:

Sam Houston National Forest is located in the western edge of the piney woods of East Texas with about 163,000 acres of national forest land in Montgomery, San Jacinto, and Walker Counties and has substantial recreation, wildlife, timber, minerals programs of work year ‘round. The district also boasts Texas' largest population of endangered Red-cockaded woodpeckers’ (RCW) and currently much of our resource management effort goes into improving the woodpecker's habitat to recover and expand the local population and improve forest ecosystem that supports them.

The entire Sam Houston has been designated a Wildlife Management Area (WMA), the most heavily used in Texas.  In cooperation with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the U.S. Forest Service established this area and the Alabama Creek WMA on the Davy Crockett to develop and maintain population levels of various game species, to provide improved hunting, and to demonstrate the way in which wildlife habitat and ecosystem management are coordinated to the benefit of all resources.
The Sam Houston has also been designated an Urban National Forest because of its proximity to Houston, Texas.  It’s a heavily visited forest with a very active recreation program. Part of the district surrounds Lake Conroe, a 22,000 acre reservoir that provides water for Houston and recreation for thousands of visitors each weekend.  The lake offers warm water sporting activities such as fishing, water skiing, sail boating and swimming. The Lone Star Hiking Trail, a 128-mile trail cooperatively maintained with the Lone Star Hiking Trail Club, crosses the district and provides the avid hiker with a wide variety of sights and experiences. Other recreation opportunities available are 85 miles of multi-use trail, hunting, camping of all kinds, mountain biking, and horse riding.

The Davy Crockett
The Davy Crockett National Forest, named for the legendary pioneer, contains more than 160,000 acres of East Texas woodlands, streams, recreation areas, and wildlife habitat. Located in Houston and Trinity Counties, the forest is centrally located within the Neches and Trinity River basins. Like the Sam Houston, the Davy Crockett also has large recreation, timber, and minerals programs requiring coordination between the areas.  The Davy Crockett National Forest was proclaimed a National Forest by President Franklin Roosevelt on October 15, 1936.

Several recreation opportunities exist on the Davy Crockett, including the Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area, built in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps, which surrounds a 45- acre lake. The area offers recreation visitors camping, picnicking, a swimming beach and bathhouse, concession stand, an amphitheater, an interpretive forest trail, showers, boating and fishing in a beautiful forest setting featured in regional magazines.

A wide variety of wildlife exists on the Davy Crockett National Forest. Principal game includes squirrel, deer, quail, dove, turkey, and waterfowl. The red-cockaded woodpecker, an endangered species, lives within carefully managed habitat on the forest. The Alabama Creek Wildlife Management Area provides an opportunity for intensive wildlife management on 14,500 acres of the forest. Improvements in the Alabama Creek Wildlife Management Area include game stocking, water impoundments, and forage planting. 
We are constantly working hard to meet the ever-increasing needs of the visiting urban public and maintain the ecosystem that is home for the RCW and many other forest species. You will get the chance to do a little of everything as we all work together to manage the Sam Houston, Davy Crockett and the other National Forests and Grasslands in Texas to the best of our ability.

Duty Station:
The Sam Houston National Forest district office is located 3 miles west of New Waverly, Texas, a small town of just under 1,000. New Waverly lies just off Interstate 45, the major travel route between Houston and Dallas.  In fact, Houston is only an hour's drive to the south.  We're ideally situated between Huntsville, sixteen miles north, and Conroe, sixteen miles south, communities of about 40,000+ people each.  Numerous smaller towns are within easy commuting distance.  We have some of the best public and private educational systems available, ranging from elementary schools to community colleges and universities. Sam Houston State University is located in Huntsville approximately twenty minutes from the district office and Texas A & M University is approximately 50 miles to the west.

The nearby towns of Willis, Montgomery and New Waverly offer the surroundings of small country towns. The city of Huntsville offers small town atmosphere with the hint of a big-city life and the city of Conroe offers more of an urban, large city atmosphere. The local communities offer all the amenities, numerous banking institutions, restaurants, public libraries and a variety of good child care facilities.  Full service medical and emergency healthcare facilities are available in Conroe and Huntsville. Churches representing most denominations can be found within the area. In addition, the greater Houston area offers all of the cultural and social amenities of a large city, as well as professional baseball, basketball, football, hockey, and soccer.

The Conroe and Huntsville areas provide employment opportunities with a myriad of businesses and the Houston metropolitan area is within commuting distance.

There is a wide range in the cost of housing depending on where you want to live. A small one bedroom apartment can be rented for as little as $450.  Rental homes can start as low as $500 in New Waverly but are quite a bit higher in Huntsville or Conroe.  The purchase price of smaller and older homes can start as low as $50,000 and new homes can start around $90,000. Information on housing availabilities and costs in the area can be found at www.har.com or through other internet searches. This and other information can also be obtained from the Greater Conroe Chamber of Commerce, 936-756-6644 or http://www.conroe.org/, and the Huntsville/ Walker County Chamber of Commerce, 936-295-8113 or http://www.chamber.huntsville.tx.us/
The Sam Houston and Davy Crockett Ranger Districts offers a great place to work and live. If you would like more information, please contact Nancy Jordan, District Wildlife Biologist (njordan@fs.fed.us), or Warren Oja, District Ranger at 936 344-6205.

Outreach Response Form:
Zoned District Wildlife Biologist GS-0486-11
Permanent Full Time
Sam Houston & Davy Crockett National Forests
Duty Station:  New Waverly, TX

Name:

Current Title, Series, Grade (if you are a Federal Employee) or Your Current Job:
If you are a current Federal Employee, are you:  __ Temporary   

                                                                                    __ Career Conditional   __ Career

E-mail address:

Current mailing address:

Phone Number:

Your level of interest:  _____ just inquiring                _____ will apply

Please complete and return this form by June 23, 2008. 

It can be e-mailed to: njordan@fs.fed.us or rochelleallen@fs.fed.us.

Mailed to: Sam Houston National Forest


       394 FM 1375 West


       New Waverly, TX  77358

Or FAXed to: 936-344-2123



ATTN: Rochelle Allen

