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 Radar is useful for documenting migration, 
particularly for nocturnal migrants.

 Migration indicated by: uniformity of direction, 
high numbers, and general increase and 
decrease of targets over the course of the night.

 Recommend surveys for the entire spring and 
fall season unless supporting data available.

 Multiple years may be necessary.
 Migration occurs in pulses, sampling should be 

continuous for however long sampling occurs.



 Sampling 24 hours per day is useful to 
understand local traffic and to see differences.

 However, data must be analyzed separately 
between day and night, may need to look at 1 
hour to 15 minute blocks to observe changes.

 Comparisons between VSR and HSR is very 
useful and informative.

 Measurements of altitude currently have  
inherent biases in how the data is collected.




