
Land Use Classification Scheme  
 
The scheme used for interpreting land use is based on the Anderson et al (1976)* system.  
However, alphabetic values are used instead of numbers, and the code consists of a class 
(LUClass) and a subclass (LUSubclass).   Subclass codes were added as necessary to account 
for the variations in land use present in the North Yarmouth area.   
 
LUClass:  AGR – Agricultural 
 LUSubclass:   
            FD – Mowed Field 
   PT – Tree Plantation 
 
LUClass:  URB – Urban 
 LUSubclass:   RE – Residential 

 CO – Commercial 
   RD – Road 
   RR – Railroad 
   JY – Junk Yard  
           GP – Gravel/Sand Pit 
   CB – Artificial Catch Basin 
 
LUClass:  WET – Wetland 
 LUSubclass:  FO – Forested 
           EM – Emergent vegetation 
           SS – Scrub-shrub vegetation 
 
LUClass:  WAT – Open Water 
 LUSubclass:  RV  – River 
           PD – Lake or Pond 
    
LUClass:  FOR – Forested  
 LUSubclass: HW – Hardwood > 66%    
   SW– Softwood > 66%    
   MI – Mixed ~ 33 – 66% hardwood 
   SS – Forested Scrub-shrub  
   FS – Old field reverting to forest 
 
An additional field called “Other” contains the following: 
   GL – Gas line 
   PL – Electric utility line 
   NO - None 
 
*Anderson, J. R., Hardy, E. E., Roach, J. T., and Witmer, R. E., 1976.  “A Land Use and 
Land Cover Classification System for Use with Remote Sensor Data.”  U. S. Geological 
Survey, Professional Paper 964, Reston, VA. 
 

 1


	Land Use Classification Scheme 

