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PREFACE

This manual is intended as a training tool for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service field personnel
in the application of economics to assess damages resulting from the release of oil or other hazardous
materials to the environment. The purpose of the manual is not to provide a step-by-step guide for
the conduct of primary economic analysis, but to provide an understanding of how economics fits
within the overall damage assessment process. With this understanding, Service personnel can work
as members of the damage assessment team to assure that investigations which are performed are
of maximum benefit to the overall damage assessment process.

This manual was prepared under contract with the Division of Economics, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. We received assistance in the development of this manual from a number of
Department of the Interior and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration employees. These
include: Mark Barash, Jim Bennett, Ron Britton, Linda Burlington, Jim Caudill, David Chapman,
John Charbonneau, Rick Dawson, Pete Escherich, Robin Kohn Glazer, Shelly Hall, Michael Hay,
Roger Helm, Jim Hirshfield, Hart Hodges, Frank Horvath, Carol Jones, Drew Laughland, Norman
Meade, Bruce Peacock, Dick Pederson, Cindi Perry, Steve Robertson, Dave Rosenberger, Anne
Secord, Dan Sparks, Molly Spredudo, Barry Stein, Patty Stevens, and Jeff Underwood.

This manual reflects the final guidelines on natural resource damage assessment published by
the U.S. Department of the Interior and the proposed guidelines on natural resource damage
assessment published by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration as of April 1995.

This manual does not represent official Department of Interior or Fish and Wildlife Service
guidance or policy. The opinions and assertions expressed in this manual are solely those of the
authors.
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