Active Management

Picdmont Reluge uses prescribed burning and timber harvest
to actively manage the land for wildlife. Management of fire
dependent pine/ pine-hardwood lorests 1o restore and
improve habitat for the red-cockaded woodpecker and
associated native wildlife is a refuge priority. Other specles
that benefit from: this management include quatl, tarkey,
Bachman’s sparrow, brown-headed nuthatch, prairic warbler
and fox squurels.

Prescribed buming on the refuge can be conducted from
November through June. Refuge objectives [or buming
include reduction of hazardous tuels, reduce mid-story
hardwood encroachiment, increase grass component in the
understory and maintain open arcas. November through mid-
March 15 considered domnnant scason, wlile mid March
through Junc is the growing scason. The refuge burns units
on a 2-3 year cyele which averages 9,000- 11,000 acres per
year. The refuge plans to burn 1/3 ol the annual target during
the growing scason Lo reduce hardwoods such as sweetgum
and maple and increase the grass and [orb responsc in the
understory. Due to weather constraints the refuge must rely
on burning both during the donmant and growing, season.

Starting i 2010 the refuge may conduct prescribed burns
during the 2™ and 3% guota turkey hunts. Informnation on
potential dates and locations of burn units will be posted at

the refuge office.



Focus Area

The refuge has identified a 5,000 acre (ocus area for more
inlensive management i compariments 2, 3, 4 and 0. The
roal of the focus arca is to increase efforts to improve habitat
tor open canopy grassland wildlile within red-cockaded
woodpecker habilat. Priornily species include bobwhite quail,
Bachman’s sparrow, brown-headed nuthaich, and prairie
warbler, Many other game and non-game species will also
benedit.

The mmcrease in management will entail dividing burn units
into smaller areas and burning them on a 2 year cycle. All
the epenings in this area have been planted i warm scason
nativg grass, Burning and winter disking maintam these
epenings for wildlife. New roadside management will be
implcimented to control invasive plants, promote native grass
and forbs, and provide winter cover. Due to weather
constraints some of these units may be burmed during the
2011 turkey hunts. Check with the vefuge lor potential
closure of sites during hunting seasons.
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Date Burned

Jan 28, 2010
Ieh 18, 2040

Jan 12, 20010
March 34, 2010
Jaon 11, 20100
Barch 31, 2010
April 5, 2010
April 18, 2010
Feb 27, 200
April 12, 2010
April 13,2010
Feb 11, 2000
Feb 18, 2000
mnAarch 20, 2010
April 15, 2010
Feb 25, 2000

narch 5, 2010

Total acres ol reluge burned = 7,872
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