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FWS/PDM

Memorandum

To:

Secretary

Through:
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks

From:

Director

Subject:
Establishment of the Lake Champlain Sea Lamprey Control Alternatives Workgroup

We request your approval to establish the Lake Champlain Sea Lamprey Control Alternatives Workgroup under the Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

The Lake Champlain Fish and Wildlife Management Cooperative(whose members include the Fish and Wildlife Service and the States of New York and Vermont(initiated the Sea Lamprey Control Program following a court decision in 2002.  The Control Program uses an integrated pest-management approach that utilizes pesticides, known as lampricides, to selectively target sea lamprey larvae; specialized barriers to block adult sea lamprey from reaching their spawning grounds; and traps to capture them on their spawning migrations.  In Lake Champlain, sea lamprey control generates an additional 1.2 million days of fishing and over $42 million in increased fishing related expenditures annually. 

Apprehension remains high for some Lake Champlain Basin residents regarding the use of lampricides, even though extensive tests on their environmental safety have revealed no long-term detrimental impacts to the ecosystem or to human health.  The Lake Champlain Sea Lamprey Control Alternatives Workgroup will provide the Service and the Cooperative with recommendations on the investigation and potential development of feasible control techniques alternative to lampricides.  The Workgroup must be established as a FACA committee so that the Fish and Wildlife Service can lawfully receive and consider its advice and recommendations.  Specific responsibilities of the Workgroup are outlined in the charter.  See the attached Justification Statement for background on the Control Program and information on the proposed Workgroup.  Establishment of the Workgroup is necessary and in the public interest.  There are no other groups currently in existence that perform these duties.  
We are recommending 18 individuals for appointment to the Workgroup.  Fifteen will represent stakeholder organizations in the Lake Champlain Basin area and three will be scientific experts.  All persons recommended are knowledgeable of fisheries management in Lake Champlain, including sea lamprey control issues.  This membership will provide a fair balance of perspectives in working towards the development and implementation of alternative control techniques.

Attached for your approval and signature are the charter, Federal Register notice to establish the Workgroup, and letters of appointment.  

Attachments

