

JUSTIFICATION STATEMENT
RENEWAL OF ABC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
It is a goal of the Department of the Interior (Department) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to wisely manage and conserve the Nation’s aquatic resources, and to increase public awareness of both the importance of aquatic resources and the social and economic benefits of recreational fishing and boating. By accomplishing these goals, aquatic resources and recreational opportunities will be sustained for present and future generations. Working in partnership, through the shared financial contributions of America’s anglers and boaters, sport fishing and boating industries, and the management efforts of the States and tribes, aquatic resources have been successfully conserved and managed for the benefit of the American people. These interests help fund or implement one of the Nation’s most important aquatic conservation program; the $700 million Fish Restoration Trust Fund. 
The ABC Advisory Committee is essential because there is no other entity, agency, or existing Federal advisory committee that represents or brings together in a single voice the views of the funders or beneficiaries of the Trust Fund. 
Effective management and conservation goals can best be accomplished by working through cooperative partnerships and by seeking the advice of public and private sector entities associated with recreational fishing and boating, and aquatic resource conservation. Since its establishment in 2000, the Committee has been a source of diverse, independent community perspective and a provider of constructive recommendations for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of many Service programs.
Over its history, the ABC Advisory Committee has undertaken complex, technical and lengthy tasks, such as program assessments, at the request of the Service. It is probable that the general public does not possess the expertise and experience necessary to understand issues associated with the Service’s Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program and Fisheries Program. The need to monitor the implementation and effectiveness of these programs is perpetual and ongoing, and it is doubtful that a public meeting would be a sufficient venue for thoroughly examining policy issues and providing useful policy recommendations that the Service and Department can rely on. 
The Committee will be comprised of senior-level representatives for recreational fishing, boating, and aquatic resource conservation having demonstrated expertise and experience in one or more of the following areas of national interest groups: State fish and wildlife resource management agencies; saltwater and freshwater recreational fishing community; recreational boating community; recreational fishing and boating industries; conservation of recreational fishery resources community; aquatic resource outreach and education community; tribal resource management agencies; and the tourism industry. We believe this membership provides the needed fair balance of the points of view to be represented and the functions to be performed.
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