Initial Screening for Development Near Choctawhatchee Beach Mouse Habitat in Walton County

The purpose of this form is to determine what level of coordination with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (if any)
will be necessary to ensure that a developer does not unintentionally violate Section 9 of the Endangered
Species Act by 'taking' beach mice or destroying habitat. Flip this sheet over to find out more reasons why this
will help developers as well as coastal dune ecosystems.

This form is fillable on your computer using Adobe Acrobat, or you may print it and write clearly in ink. Please
submit the completed form and 3-5 pictures showing the current habitat on the proposed worksite to the
Panama City Field office of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Materials may be submitted by email to Kristi
Yanchis (Biologist; kristi_yanchis@fws.gov) and Larry Tucker (Administrative Assistant; larry_tucker@fws.gov) or
by US mail (1601 Balboa Ave, Panama City, FL 32405). Additional information will be requested regarding
projects determined to be in beach mouse habitat.

Property Information

Street Address

Parcel Number

Project Description

Property Owner

Name/Business/Agent

Contact Address

Contact Phone Number

Email Address

County Permitter (if known)

Name

Phone Number

Email Address

Pictures taken of current habitat on the proposed worksite and included with this form: H




Responsible Coastal Property Development

Florida’s coastal dune ecosystems are among the most popular destinations in the state.
These areas provide valuable services to costal communities, such as partial protection from se-
vere storms and access to commercial and recreational opportunities in the Gulf of Mexico, and
support a diverse community of plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. They are
also among the most fragile ecosystems in Florida. During the 20th century, many dune systems
were lost or significantly impaired by coastal development. As a result, many neighborhoods
have lost the services once provided by dunes and many species that rely on coastal dunes are
now protected by the Endangered Species Act.

With your help and commitments to dune-conscious development, we can preserve and
even recover Florida’s costal dune ecosystems while still allowing you to realize your coastal
property dream. The key to a successful development is planning. Incorporating dune-sensitive
features into your design early will reduce the time and cost of the permitting process.

For more information on the permitting requirements for a construction project you are
planning for a coastal dune area in Walton County, please fill out the form on the reverse of this
sheet and submit it to the Panama City Field Office of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. See the
form on the reverse side of this sheet for details.

Thank you for your interest in responsible coastal development! Here are some of the
new neighbors you might see:
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Images: Black skimmer with chick (/eft); hatchling sea turtle (center); beach mouse (right)
Images used with permission or in accordance with appropriate licenses.
- Beach mouse: ‘Beach Mouse Portrait’ by USFWS/Kristi Yanchis - Birds (Flickr.com): ‘Skimmer and Chick’ by Jacob Osborne
- Turtle (Flickr.com): ‘Hatchling Pauses’ by USFWS/Becky Skiba - Dunes (Flickr.com): ‘Dunes on Purdue unit’ by USFWS
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