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At-Risk Species in South Florida

What is an “At-Risk Species” and who to contact
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
refers to “at-risk species” as species
that have either been petitioned for
listing, are candidates for listing, or
are proposed for listing under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Be-
cause at-risk species receive no statu-
tory protection under the ESA, their
future depends on voluntary coopera-
tive conservation efforts of anyone

who can he]p.

Background

In 2011, the Southeast Region of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
began implementing a conservation strat-
egy to comprehensively and systematical-
ly address the status of more than 400
fish, wildlife, and plant species that may
need protection under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). Some of these “at-risk
species” were
already listed

as candidates

under the
ESA, while
others were

recently peti-
tioned to be
listed.

The

number  of

record

species’ eval-
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Clam-shell Orchid (Encyclia cochleata var. triandra)

uations is in part the result of a national,
multidistrict litigation settlement agree-
ment, as well as a mega-petition, brought
by several conservation groups. The
groups are asking the FWS to provide
federal protection to species that are cur-

b

Key Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus acricus)

rently candidates for federal protection
(per the multidistrict litigation settle-
ment agreement), as well consider over
400 new species for federal protection

(per the mega-petition).

Candidate species are plants and animals
for which the FWS has sufficient infor-
mation on their biological status and
threats to propose them as endangered or
threatened under the ESA, but that de-
velopment of a proposed listing regula-
tion is precluded by higher priority list-

ing activities.

In addition to biologists recommending a
species be considered for federal listing,
citizens may also petition the FWS to add
species to the list of threatened and en-
dangered species. In 2010, the Center
for Biological Diversity (CBD) petitioned
the FWS to list 404 aquatic-associated
species in the Southeast. After our initial
review, we determined that the petition
presented substantial scientific or com-
mercial information indicating that feder-
al listing may be warranted for 374 of the
404 petitioned species. Therefore, we
will be initiating status reviews to deter-

g Mine if listing is warranted for
& these species.
: Subsequently, CBD also peti-
' tioned the FWS to list 53 reptile
& and amphibian species. Although
§ we have not yet made an initial
determination for the reptile and
amphibian petition, we are inter-
ested in gathering information on
-4 the status of and threats for these
£ species as well.

We need your help

To ensure that the status reviews are
comprehensive, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service is soliciting scientific and
commercial data and other relevant in-
formation from the public regarding the
species status and threats facing these
species. Please send any information re-
garding distribution, abundance, genet-
ics, ongoing conservation efforts, species
habitat needs, and threats to the lead
FWS contact.

How will the information I pro-
vide be used?

All information collected will be used by
the FWS to perform a five factor threats
analysis to determine whether federal
listing is warranted for that species.

Who should I contact?

Over 150 of the at-risk species are native
to Florida. Species assigned to the South
Florida Field Office, and contact infor-
mation for the lead FWS biologist, are
listed on the back of this sheet.

If additional species information is need-
ed, contact the lead FWS biologist or
visit the links at the top of this page.
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FWS i
Common name Scientific name Lead Biologist David Bender
Status* .
- David_Bender@fws.gov
Butterflies
(772) 469-4294
Sawgrass Skipper Euphyes pilatka klotsi | P | Mark Salvato
Crayfish Paula Halupa
Miami Cave Crayfish Procambarus milleri | P | Paula Halupa Paula_Halupa@fws.gov
Mammals (772) 469-4257
Insular Hispid Cotton Rat Sigmodon hispidus insulicola P Sandra Sneckenberger Marilyn Knight
Pine Island Rice Rat Oryzomys palustris planirostris P Sandra Sneckenberger Marilyn Kni ght@fws gov
Sanibel Island Rice Rat Oryzomys palustris sanibeli P Sandra Sneckenberger (77 2) 469-4297
Sherman's Short-Tailed Shrew Blarina brevicauda shermani P Sandra Sneckenberger
Mark Salvato
Plants
Big Cypress Epidendrum Epidendrum strobiliferum P David Bender Mark_Salvato@fws.gov
Big Pine Partridge Pea Chamaecrista lineata var. keyensis C David Bender (772)469_4340
Blodgett's Silverbush Argythamnia blodgettii C David Bender Sandra Sneckenberger
Cape Sable Orchid Oncidium undulatum p David Bender Sandra_SneCkenberger@fws.gov
Carter’s Small-Flowered Flax Linum carteri var. carteri PL Heather Tipton (77 2) 469-4321
Clam-shell Orchid Encyclia cochleata var. triandra P David Bender Heather Tipton
Edison's Ascyrum Hypericum edisonianum P David Bender .
Heather_Tipton@fws.gov
Everglades Bully Sideroxylon reclinatum ssp. austrofloridens Paula Halupa
Florida Brickell-bush Brickellia mosieri PL David Bender (772)469_4296
Florida Bristle Fern Trichomanes punctatum ssp.floridanum C Heather Tipton
Florida Pineland Crabgrass Digitaria pauciflora C Paula Halupa
Florida Prairie-clover Dalea carthagenensis var. floridana C Paula Halupa
Lowland Loosestrife Lythrum flagellare P David Bender
Meadow Joint-vetch Aeschynomene pratensis P David Bender
Narrowleaf Carolina Scalystem | Elytraria caroliniensis var. angustifolia P David Bender
Pineland Sandmat Chamaesyce deltoidea ssp. pinetorum C Paula Halupa
Sand Flax Linum arenicola David Bender
Wedge Spurge Chamaesyce deltoidea ssp. serpyllum David Bender
Reptiles
E Ri ke - L FL
astern Ribbon Snake - Lower Thamnophis sauritus pop. 1 P Marilyn Knight
Keys
Florida Keys Mole skink Eumeces egregius egregius P Marilyn Knight
Key Ringneck Snake Diadophis punctatus acricus P Marilyn Knight
Rimrock Crowned Snake Tantilla oolitica P Marilyn Knight

*P = Petitioned species
*C = Candidate species
*PL = Proposed for Listing




