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Natural Law

Tamanwit – natural law that guides tribal people through balance 
and reciprocity
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https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2019/08/opinion-why-bonneville-cant-
save-salmon.html

Opinion: Why Bonneville can’t save…..
Aug 18, 2019 
…problem is that Bonneville’s budget priorities reflect 
political compromises rather than fish priorities. Most of 
Bonneville’s money is spent on overhead, planning, studies, 
contracting, coordination, research, monitoring and 
evaluation. Precious few dollars flow into on-the-ground 
projects

Tom Karier - Northwest Power and Conservation Council 



Why Indigenous Knowledge?

The solutions to our problems can’t 
be solved by the same system that 

created them
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Relational Worldview
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Relational Worldview Theory of Change
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Change is a constant,
inevitable, cyclical, and dynamic

part of the human experience
that occurs in natural, predictable
patterns and can be facilitated to
promote desired and measurable

outcomes.
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Relational Worldview - Desired Outcomes 

Balance = an adjustment pattern that represents the best, most 
basic attempt to incorporate stimuli and response

Various aspects of life are in a complementary relationship with 
each other

T. Cross NICWA



Linear Worldview 
Western/American Thought

Cause  Effect  New Cause  New Effect
T. Cross NICWA



Linear Theory of Change

If we do this

Given this

We will get these results

T. Cross NICWA



Linear Worldview – Desired Outcomes

Address change/problems through: 

Reduce the subject to the smallest observable parts – control 
complexity

Find the linear cause and effect relationships 

Implement a new linear relationship and measure.

T. Cross NICWA







“I don’t believe in magic. I 
believe in the sun and the 
stars, the water, the tides, the 
floods, the owls, the hawks 
flying, the river running, the 
wind talking. They’re 
measurements. They tell us 
how healthy things are. How 
healthy we are. Because we 
and they are the same. That’s 
what I believe in.”
-Billy Frank Jr. 1931-2014
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The First Foods serving order with corresponding 
list of species for each serving group. The yellow 

box highlights primary components
guiding development of the river vision. 
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