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Secretary Salazar Announces Nearly $66.0 Million in Grants 
to Conserve Habitat of Threatened and Endangered Species 

$1.7 million to come to Hawai‘i 
  
WASHINGTON – Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today announced nearly $66.0 million in 
grants to enable 25 States to work with private landowners, conservation organizations, and other 
partners to protect and conserve the habitat of threatened and endangered species.  The grants, 
awarded through the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund, include two totaling 
nearly $1.7 million to the State of Hawai‘i. 
 
“These grants are part of our ongoing commitment to work with states and other partners to 
ensure America’s beautiful land and wildlife are conserved for future generations,” Salazar said.  
“They provide the means for states to develop the long-term partnerships with landowners and 
communities necessary to conserve habitat and foster stewardship that will bring species back 
from the threat of extinction.” 
 
A Recovery Land Acquisition Grant of $1.5 million will be provided to the State of Hawai‘i to 
complete acquisition of a perpetual conservation easement over 614 acres of strategic watershed 
on the eastern end of the Island of Moloka‘i.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also provided 
$1.5 million last year for the project.  The Kainalu forest watershed stretches from the summit 
almost to the ocean, following the traditional Hawaiian land delineation and management system 
or ahupua‘a.  The property has several identified federally listed threatened or endangered species 
as well as critical habitat in and around the proposed easement area.  Listed species benefitting 
include ko‘oko‘olau, ‘awikiwiki, koki‘o ke‘oke‘o, pua‘ala, haha, nanu, loulu, Phyllostegia 
hispida, Newell's shearwater, and nēnē. 
 
A Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance Grant of $183,000 will be provided to the State to 
complete the Habitat Conservation Plan or HCP for the Pu‘uanahulu Game Mammal 
Management Area and the Pu‘uwa‘awa‘a Cooperative Game Management Area, North Kona.  
This is one of the largest areas designated for game mammal production in the State and 
currently has or had 10 endangered animals and 34 endangered plants within its boundaries.  
Completion of the HCP will address the potential impacts of game mammal management on the 
listed plants and critical habitat of several plant and animal species that may be impacted by 
game management activities. 
 
Authorized by Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act, the competitive grants enable states to 
work with private landowners, conservation groups, and other agencies to initiate conservation 
planning efforts and acquire and protect habitat to support the conservation of threatened and 
endangered species. 
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This year, the Cooperative Endangered Species Fund provides approximately $10 million 
through the Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance Grants Program, $41 million through the 
Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition Grants Program, and $15 million through the 
Recovery Land Acquisition Grants Program.  The three programs were established to help avoid 
potential conflicts between the conservation of threatened and endangered species and land 
development and use.   
 
Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) are agreements between a landowner and the Service.  These 
agreements allow a landowner to undertake otherwise lawful activities on their property, even if 
they may result in the death, injury, or harassment of a listed species, when that landowner agrees 
to conservation measures designed to minimize and mitigate the impact of those actions.  HCPs 
may also be developed by a county or state to cover certain activities of all landowners within 
their jurisdiction and may address multiple species. 

 
Under the HCP Land Acquisition Grants Program, the Service provides grants to states or 
territories for land acquisition that complements the conservation objectives of approved HCPs.   
 
The HCP Planning Assistance Grants Program provides grants to states and territories to support 
the development of HCPs through funding of baseline surveys and inventories, document 
preparation, outreach, and similar planning activities.   
 
The Recovery Land Acquisition Grants Program provides funds to states and territories to 
acquire habitat for endangered and threatened species with approved recovery plans.  Habitat 
acquisition to secure long term protection is often an essential element of a comprehensive 
recovery effort for a listed species.   
 
For a complete list of the 2010 grant awards for these programs (Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance Number 15.615), see the Service’s Endangered Species Grants home page at 
http://endangered.fws.gov/grants/section6/index.html. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural 
resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the 
people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.  
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