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Birds Found in Hawaii and the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands that are Federally Protected Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(Unless Otherwise Noted) 

 
Legend  - R-Resident Year-Round; B-Breeds in the islands, leaves during non-breeding season; W-Winter from the bird's perspective, i.e. 
present in the non-breeding season (winter or summer), breeds elsewhere; V-Visitor, includes passage migrants and vagrant or rare visitors; 
I-Introduced; (x)-possibly extirpated 
COMMON NAME HAWAIIAN 

ISLANDS 
Kure-
Midway 

other 
NWHI 

NOTES 

Loons. Grebes. Seabirds         
Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) V V     
Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) V V     
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) V       
Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) V       
Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) V       
Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) V   V   
Short-tailed Albatross (Phoebastria albatrus)   V V Also ESA-listed 
Shy Albatross (Thalassarche cauta) V   V   
Black-footed Albatross aka Ka'upu (Phoebastria nigripes) V B B   
Laysan Albatross aka moli (Phoebastria immutabilis) B B B   
Wedge-tailed Shearwater aka 'Ua'u kani (Puffinus pacificus) B B B   
Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) V V V   
Christmas Shearwater (Puffinus nativitatis) B B B   
Newell's (Townsend's, Manx) Shearwater aka 'A'o (Puffinus 
newelli) 

B     Also ESA-listed 

Little Shearwater (Puffinus assimilis)   V     
Bulwer's Petrel aka 'Ou (Bulweria bulwerii) B B B   
Jouanin Petrel (Bulweria fallax)     V   
Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) V V V   
Black-winged Petrel (Pterodroma nigripennis) V       
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Mottled Petrel (Pterodroma inexpectata) V       
Bonin Petrel (Pterodroma hypoleuca)   B B   
Stejneger's Petrel (Pterodroma longirostris) V       
Herald Petrel (Pterodroma arminjoniana)     V   
Hawaiian (Dark-rumped) Petrel aka 'Ua'u (Pterodroma 
sandwichensis)  

B     Also ESA-listed 

Kermadec Petrel (Pterodroma neglecta)   V     
Juan Fernandez Petrel (Pterodroma externa) V       
Murphy's Petrel (Pterodroma ultima)   V V   
Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma furcata) V       
Leach's Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa) V V V   
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma castro) B     proposed for ESA listing 
Tristram's (Sooty) Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma tristrami)   B B   
White-tailed Tropicbird aka Koa'e kea (Phaethon lepturus) R B V   
Red-billed Tropicbird (Phaethon aethereus) V   V   
Red-tailed Tropicbird (Phaethon rubricauda) B R R   
Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra) R B B   
Brown Booby aka 'A (Sula leucogaster) R B B   
Red-footed Booby (Sula sula) R B B   
Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus)     V   
Great Frigatebird aka 'Iwa (Fregata minor) R R R   
Lesser Frigatebird (Fregata ariel) V? V V   
Jaegers, Gulls and Terns         
South Polar Skua (Stercorarius maccormicki) B   B   
Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus)     W   
Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) B   B   
Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) B   B   
Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) V       
Franklin's Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) V   V   
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Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) V V     
Bonaparte Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) V V V   
Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) V   V   
California Gull (Larus californicus) V       
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) V V V   
Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus)   V     
Western Gull (Larus occidentalis) V       
Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) V V V   
Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) V V V   
Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) V V V   
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) V       
Great Crested Tern (Thallasseus bergii) V   V   
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) V       
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) V       
Little Tern (Sternula albifrons) V V V   
Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) B B B first successful nesting in Hawaii in 

2015 
Gray-backed (Spectacled) Tern (Onychoprion lunatus) B B B   
Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) B B B   
Black Tern aka 'Ewa'ewa (Chlidonias niger) V V     
Brown Noddy aka Noio koha (Anous stolidus) R R R   
Black Noddy aka Noio (Anous minutus) R R R   
Blue-gray Noddy (Procelsterna cerulea)     R   
White Tern (Common Fairy-Tern) (Gygis alba) R R R   
Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) V       
Sandwich Tern (Thallasseus sandvicensis) V       
Auks, Puffins         
Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) V       
Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula)   V V   
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Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata)     V   
Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata)   V V   
Waterfowl         
Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) V V     
Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) V   V   
Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens) V V     
Emperor Goose (Chen canagica) V V V   
Brant (Branta bernicla) V   V   
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) V V     
Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) V   V   
Hawaiian Goose aka Nene (Branta sandvicensis) R     Also ESA-listed 
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) V V V   
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) R, V V V  

Hawaiian Duck aka Koloa maoli (Anas wyvilliana) R     Also ESA-listed 
Laysan Duck (Anas laysanensis)     R Also ESA-listed 
Northern Pintail aka Koloa mapu (Anas acuta) W W W   
Garganey (Anas querquedula) V V     
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) V       
Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) V       
Northern Shoveler aka Koloa moha (Anas clypeata) W W W   
Gadwall (Anas strepera) V V V   
Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) V V     
American Wigeon (Anas americana) W W W   
Common Pochard (Aythya ferina)   V     
Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) V       
Redhead (Aythya americana) V       
Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) V       
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) V V     
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Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) V   V   
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) W       
Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus)   V V   
Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw) (Clangula hyemalis)   V     
Black Scoter (Melanitta nigra)   V     
Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata) V       
Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) V V     
Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus) V       
Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) V       
Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) V   V   
Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) V       
Waterbirds, Wading Birds         
Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) V       
Great Egret (Ardea alba) V       
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) V       
Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) V       
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) R V V   
Green (Little, Green-backed) Heron (Butorides virescens) V       
Black-crowned Night-Heron aka 'Auku'u (Nycticorax nycticorax) R       
White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) V       
Rails, Moorhens         
Hawaiian Common Gallinule (Moorhen) aka ‘Alae ‘ula (Gallinula 
chloropus) 

R     Also ESA-listed 

Hawaiian Coot aka 'Alae ke'oke'o (Fulica alai)  R     Also ESA-listed 
Shorebirds         
Black-bellied (Gray) Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) W V V   
Pacific Golden-Plover aka Kolea (Pluvialis fulva) W W W   
Lesser (Mongolian) Sand-Plover (Charadrius mongolus) V   V   
Common Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) V V     
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Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) W V V   
Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) V       
Eurasian Dotterel (Charadrius morinellus)   V     
Hawaiian (Black-necked) Stilt aka Ae'o (Himantopus mexicanus 
knudseni) 

R     Also ESA-listed 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) V   V   
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) W V V   
Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) V V     
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) V       
Willet (Tringa semipalmata) V       
Wandering Tattler aka Ulili (Tringa incana) W W W   
Gray-tailed (Siberian) Tattler (Tringa brevipes)   V     
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) V       
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) V V     
Bristle-thighed Curlew aka Kioea (Numenius tahitiensis) V W W   
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) V       
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) V V V   
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa)     V   
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) W W W   
Red Knot (Calidris canutus) V V V Also ESA-listed 
Sanderling aka Hunakai (Calidris alba) W W W   
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) V       
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) V V     
Red-necked (Rufous-necked) Stint (Calidris ruficollis)   V     
Little Stint (Calidris minuta)   V     
Long-toed Stint (Calidris subminuta)   V     
Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) W       
Baird Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) V       
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) W W V   
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) W W W   
Dunlin (Calidris alpina) V V V   
Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) V       
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis) V V     
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) W V V   
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) V V      
Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) V V V   
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) V V V   
Pin-tailed Snipe (Gallinago stenura)   V     
Wilson Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) V       
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) V   V   
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) W   W   
Eagles, Hawks, Falcons         
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) V V     
Steller's Sea-Eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus)   V V   
Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) V V     
Hawaiian Hawk aka 'Io (Buteo solitarius ) R     Also ESA-listed 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) V       
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) V V V   
Owls         
Barn Owl (Tyto alba) IR IV IV  
Hawaiian Short-eared Owl aka Pueo (Asio flammeus 
sandwichensis) 

R V V   

Galliformes         
Black Francolin (Francolinus francolinus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Gray Francolin (Francolinus pondicerianus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Erckel's Francolin (Francolinus erckelii)  IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Chukar (Alectoris chukar) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Japanese Quail (Coturnix japonica) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
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Kalij Pheasant (Lophura leucomelanos) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red Junglefowl (Gallus gallus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Common Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
California Quail (Callipepla californica) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Sandgrouse, Pigeons, Doves         
Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) R      
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse (Pterocles exustus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Rock Dove (Columba livia) IR IR IV non-native, not MBTA-protected, 

individuals visit other islands  
Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Zebra Dove (Geopelia striata) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Parrots, Parakeets, Lories         
Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red-masked Parakeet (Psittacara erythrogenys) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Nightjar, Swifts         
Island (Micronesian, Caroline Island) Swiftlet (Aerodramus  
inquietus) 

R*     *native to CNMI, introduced on Oahu 
in the 1960s 

Kingfishers          
Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) V       
Bee-eaters, Rollers, Larks         
Eurasian Sky Lark (Alauda arvensis) IR IV    
Swallows, Drongos         
Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) V   V   
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) V V     
Crows, Jays, Magpies, Cuckoo-Shrikes         
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Hawaiian Crow (Corvus hawaiiensis) R     Also ESA-listed; extinct in the wild; 
reintroductions planned for 2016 

Bulbuls, Australo-Papuan & Old World Insect-Eaters         
Oahu Elepaio (Chasiempis ibidis) R     ESA-listed, not MBTA-protected 
Hawaii Elepaio (Chasiempis sandwichensis) R     not MBTA-protected 
Kauai Elepaio (Chasiempis sclateri) R     not MBTA-protected 
Red-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red-whiskered Bulbul (Pycnonotus jocosus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Japanese Bush-Warbler aka Uguisu (Cettia diphone) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
White-rumped Shama (Copsychus malabaricus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Hawaiian Native Thrushes         
Oma'o (Myadestes obscurus) R       
Puaiohi (Myadestes palmeri) R     Also ESA-listed 
Babblers, Mockingbirds, Wagtails         
Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush (Garrulax pectoralis) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Melodious Laughingthrush aka Hwamei (Garrulax canorus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red-billed Leiothrix (Leiothrix lutea) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) IR   IV  
Olive-backed Pipit (Anthus hodgsoni)   V     
Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus)    V     
American (Water) Pipit (Anthus rubescens)   V     
Woodswallows, Shrikes, Starlings         
Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) IR IR   non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Honeyeaters, White-eyes         
Japanese White-eye (Zosterops japonicus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Emberizine Finches         
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) IR   IV  
Yellow-faced Grassquit (Tiaris olivaceus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis)   V     
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Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis)   V     
Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) IR      
Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria coronata) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Yellow-billed Cardinal (Paroaria capitata) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Saffron Finch (Sicalis flaveola) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Black-headed Bunting (Emberiza melanocephala)         
Yellow-fronted Canary (Serinus mozambicus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Yellow Canary aka Common Canary (Serinus canaria)   IR   non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Cardueline Finches, Honeycreepers         
House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) IR IV IV  
Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea)   V     
Laysan Finch (Telespiza cantans)     R Also ESA-listed 
Nihoa Finch (Telespiza ultima)     R Also ESA-listed 
Palila (Loxioides bailleui) R       
Maui Parrotbill (Pseudonestor xanthophrys) R     Also ESA-listed 
Hawaii 'Amakihi (Hemignathus virens) R       
Kauai 'Amakihi (Hemignathus kauaiensis) R       
Oahu 'Amakihi (Hemignathus flavus) R       
Anianiau (Magumma parva) R     Also ESA-listed 
Lesser 'Akialoa (Akialoa obscura) R (x)     Also ESA-listed, possibly extinct 
Greater 'Akialoa (Akialoa ellisianus) R (x)     Also ESA-listed, possibly extinct 
Maui nukupuʻu (Hemignathus lucidus affinis) R (x)     Also ESA-listed, possibly extinct 
Kauaʻi nukupuʻu (Hemignathus lucidus hanapepe) R (x)     Also ESA-listed, possibly extinct 
Akiapola'au (Hemignathus munroi) R     Also ESA-listed 
Akikiki (Oreomystis bairdi) R     Also ESA-listed 
Hawaii Creeper (Manucerthia mana) R     Also ESA-listed 
Maui 'Alauahio aka Maui creeper (Paroreomyza montana) R     Also ESA-listed 
Akepa (Loxops coccineus) R     Also ESA-listed 
Akeke'e (Loxops caeruleirostris) R     Also ESA-listed 
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I'iwi (Vestiaria coccinea) R       
Akohekohe (Palmeria dolei) R     Also ESA-listed 
Apapane (Himatione sanguinea) R       
Po'o-uli (Melamprosops phaeosoma) R (x)     Also ESA-listed, possibly extinct 
Old World Sparrows, Estrildid Finches         
House (English) Sparrow (Passer domesticus) IR IV IV non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu (Uraeginthus bengalus) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Lavender Waxbill (Estrilda caerulescens) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill (Estrilda melpoda) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Black-rumped Waxbill (Estrilda troglodytes) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Common Waxbill (Estrilda astrild) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Red Avadavat aka Red Munia, Strawberry Finch (Amandava 
amandava) 

IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 

African Silverbill aka Warbling Silverbill (Lonchura cantans) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Scaly-breasted (Spotted) Munia aka Nutmeg Mannikin, Spice 
Finch (Lonchura punctulata) 

IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 

Chestnut (Black-headed) Munia (Lonchura atricapilla) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Tri-colored Munia aka Chestnut Mannikin (Lonchura malacca) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
Java (Rice) Sparrow aka Java Finch (Lonchura oryzivora) IR     non-native, not MBTA-protected 
 


