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The Refuge’s Draft CCP/EA is Available for Public Comments

Your comments are tmportant

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s (Service) Draft
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
and Environmental Assessment
(DCCP/EA) for the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge)
is available for public review and
comment between now and July
16, 2010. Your comments are
important, and we encourage you
to share them with us. See options
for sending us comments on page 8.

Last year we requested and
received your comments on
preliminary alternatives. We
considered those comments during
development and analysis of the

Draft CCP/EA’s four alternatives

summarized on the following pages.

We developed the Draft CCP/EA
to provide reasonable, scientifically
grounded guidance for improving
the Refuge’s wetlands, grasslands,
riparian and floodplain forests,
instream habitat, and oak
woodlands, for the long-term
conservation of migratory birds,
and native plants and animals.

Alternative 2 is our preferred
alternative, and Alternative

1 is our no action alternative

which describes current refuge
management. Management actions

common to all alternatives, and
actions for protecting Refuge
habitats, migratory bird populations,
and imperiled or rare species, are
identified in the DCCP/EA.

The Refuge’s priority publie

use programs—waterfowl
hunting, wildlife observation

and photography, environmental
education, and interpretation—are
also evaluated in the DCCP/EA.

We will address your comments in

the final CCP. The CCP will guide

Refuge management actions for 15
years. Actions will be implemented
as funding becomes available.
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Overview of the Draft CCP/EA Alternatives

Alternative 1 (No Action Alternative)
No change to current Refuge
management would occur under
Alternative 1, it is considered the
base from which to compare the
other alternatives. The Refuge would
continue to manage and where
feasible, restore habitat for priority
species, including dusky Canada
geese, cackling geese, and other
waterfowl; sandhill cranes; and
imperiled Federal and State listed
species.

Hunting would continue on the River
‘S’ Unit’s 760-acre hunt area. The
4.3-mile auto tour route would remain
open year-round in its current
configuration. The Refuge would
coordinate with Friends groups, local
educators, and Tribes to conduct
environmental and cultural education
and interpretation programs.

Alternative 2 (Preferred Alternative)
Under Alternative 2, our preferred
alternative, the Refuge would
continue to protect, maintain, and
where feasible, restore habitat for
priority species, including dusky

Canada geese, cackling geese, and
other waterfowl; sandhill cranes;
and imperiled Federal and State
listed species.

The Refuge would continue to
provide high-quality green forage
for geese in improved pastures and
wet meadows. Invasive species and
State- and county-listed noxious
weeds would continue to be a
primary management concern.

Current public use areas and
closures would remain in effect.
The waterfowl hunt area and
location would remain unchanged.
The existing auto tour route would
continue to be open year-round.

Management changes under

Alternative 2 would include:

* Increasing cropland and wet
meadow acreage to benefit
dusky Canada geese and
sandhill eranes.

* Managing wetlands to increase
productivity, reduce invasive
species, and reduce water
pumping costs.

The Refuge’s staff manages habitat to
benefit both wildlife and people. Photo:
Biologist in bulrush / USFWS.

Draft CCP/EA Highlights.. . ..

Increasing control of invasive
species in bottomland forest and
oak woodland.

Restoring floodplain forest and
oak woodland habitat, mainly in
old field areas.

Conducting habitat assessments
to guide restoration of tidally
influenced wetlands.

Conducting feasibility studies for
reintroducing native species such
as Columbian white-tailed deer
and western pond turtle.
Increasing inventory and
monitoring efforts.

Developing a new access point

to the River ‘S’ Unit, including a
2-lane bridge and 1-mile entrance
road.

Slightly shortening the auto tour
route (from 4.3 to 4.0 miles) to
reduce disturbances to dusky
Canada geese and cranes.
Constructing a seasonal 1.5-mile
dike-top wildlife observation trail
on the River ‘S’ Unit.

Increasing environmental and
cultural resources education and
interpretation programs.

The Refuge’s priority
species are dusky
Canada geese,
cackling geese, and
other waterfowl;
sandhill cranes (photo
above © Jim Cruce),
and imperiled
Federal and State
listed species.

Photo: Left, Tundra
swans © Jim Cruce.




Alternative 3

Under Alternative 3, actions to
protect, maintain, and restore
habitat for priority species are the
same as Alternative 2, except that
slightly more bottomland forest
would be restored, and slightly
more acres of crops would be
grown.

Current public use areas and
closures would remain in effect.
The waterfowl hunt area/location
would remain the same, and the
existing auto tour route would
remain unchanged. Management
changes under Alternative 3
would include:

* (Closing core dusky habitat
on the south end of the River
‘S’ Unit (207 acres) to goose
hunting. (Duck hunting would
continue to be allowed in this
area.)

* Constructing a 2-lane bridge at
the current bridge location to
eliminate the at-grade railroad
crossing.

* Taking actions to relocate
or expand the current River
‘S’ Unit entrance road, and
widening the entrance road.

* Constructing a seasonal 1.5-mile
dike-top wildlife observation trail
on the River ‘S’ Unit.

* Increasing environmental and
cultural resources education and
interpretation programs.

Alternative 4

Under Alternative 4, actions to
protect, maintain, and restore
habitat for priority species would
be the same as under Alternatives
2 and 3, except that slightly more
acres of riparian/bottomland forest
would be restored, and more crops
would be grown.

Closing the south end of the River
‘S ¢ Unit to waterfowl hunting,
and seasonally closing the south
end of the auto tour route during
waterfowl and crane migration
season, is proposed in Alternative
4. This would provide a larger
contiguous sanctuary for dusky

Canada geese and sandhill cranes
on the Refuge’s south end, a core
use area for these species. These
closures would also allow crops to
be grown on the south end of the
River ‘S’ Unit to benefit duskys and
cranes.

Management changes under

Alternative 4 would include:

* (Closing the south end of the River
‘S’ Unit (207 acres) to hunting,
and opening 250 acres of Bachelor
Island to waterfowl hunting.

* Closing the south end of the auto
tour route during waterfowl
season (October 1-March 15),
reducing its length from 4.3 miles
to 2.6 miles during that time.

* Developing an access point to the
River ‘S’ Unit, including a 2-lane
bridge and 1-mile entrance road.

* Constructing a seasonal 1.5-mile
dike-top wildlife observation trail
on the River ‘S’ Unit.

* Increasing environmental and
cultural resources education and
interpretation programs.

Wildlife observation, wildlife photography, waterfowl hunting, and
environmental education are popular public uses on the Refuge.
Photos: Above, early morning hunters; and right, the center pole of the
Refuge’s Cathlapotle Plankhouse / USFWS




Draft CCP/EA A

Iternatives Summary Table

Hahitat Management

Improved Pasture

Maintain 1,425 acres.

Maintain 1,525 acres.

Wetlands (Seasonal,
Semipermanent,
Permanent, Wet
Meadow)

Maintain 1,250 acres.

Manage vegetation, control invasives
primarily using water level manipulation.

¢ Use drawdowns, disking, mowing, and water level manipulation to increase productivity, manage
vegetation, control invasive species.

¢ Increase use of flooding, drying, and disking in wetlands to reduce reed canarygrass in areas where
ricefield bulrush has been controlled.

Croplands (corn,
winter wheat, clover)

150-185 acres.
No crops on south end of River ‘S’ Unit.

290-330 acres. 340 acres.
No crops on south end of No crops on south end of
River ‘S’ Unit. River ‘S’ Unit.

340-385 acres. Resume crop planting
(may include corn) on south end of
River ‘S’ Unit.

Old fields

Maintain 400 acres.

Maintain 140 acres.

Convert 260 acres of old fields to other habitat types (wet meadow, improved pasture,
floodplain/riparian forest, oak woodland, ash forest).

Floodplain/Riparian
Forests

Maintain 1,060 acres, allow natural
suceession.

Maintain 1,060 acres.
Restore 185 acres.

Maintain 1,060 acres. Maintain 1,060 acres.
Restore 160 acres. Restore 170 acres.

Control invasives on approx. 5% of
acreage annually.

e Control invasives on approx. 10% of acreage annually.
o Investigate techniques to enhance ash and cottonwood recruitment.

Oak Woodland 70 acres. Maintain 70 acres, restore 20 acres; increase invasives monitoring/control.
Pursue burning permit for habitat management.
Mixed Conifer Forest | 15 acres. 15 acres; increase invasives monitoring/control.

Tidal Wetlands

e Maintain 450 acres tidal wetlands.

o Allow Post Office Lake to re-establish
tidal connection to Columbia River
through natural processes.

o Prepare a dike breach contingency plan
for Post Office Lake.

Continue Current Management and:

o Restore tidal connection to Duck Lake.

e Conduct habitat assessments on Campbell Slough, and Campbell Lake to guide future restoration.
¢ Develop a tidal wetlands restoration plan.

o Initiate a land protection plan study to analyze alternatives for possible refuge boundary expansion to
include a portion of Post Office Lake.

Instream Habitat

e Continue Gee Creek watershed
partnerships.

¢ Conduct riparian plantings along 0.8
miles of Gee Creek.

o Continue Gee Creek watershed partnerships.
e Conduct riparian plantings along 0.8-1.25 miles of Gee Creek.
o Conduct habitat assessments on Gee Creek to guide future restoration.

Provide Wildlife Sanctuary Areas, Limit Disturbance to Wildlife, Reduce Take of Dusky Canada Geese

Areas closed to
public use
(sanctuary areas)

Bachelor Island, Roth, and Ridgeport Dairy Units closed to public use (except guided tours).

Roth and Ridgeport Dairy Units,
Bachelor Island unit inside dikes
(except guided tours).

Monitor wildlife
disturbance

Monitor wildlife response to public use; change timing/location of public uses if unacceptable levels of disturbance occur.

Rare and Listed Species

¢ Continue monitoring ponds containing
water howellia.

¢ Continue partnerships to conduct test
plantings of Bradshaw’s lomatium,
Nelson’s checkermallow.

Continue Current Management and:

o Conduct feasibility studies for reintroducing Columbian white-tailed deer (within 5 years); and
western pond turtle.

o Conduct baseline surveys to establish presence/absence of rare plants and animals.

Land Protection and Hab

itat Connectivity

e Acquire land within existing acquisition
boundary from willing sellers if funding is
available.

Continue Current Management and:

¢ Restore 165-190 acres of riparian habitat (16-17% increase over current acreage) and 20 acres of oak
woodland to link existing blocks of habitat.

o Initiate a land protection plan study for potentially expanding the refuge boundary to include a portion of
Post Office Lake and adjoining areas south of the current boundary.

Inventory, Research and

Monitoring Activities

All activities

o Hire additional staff to expand volunteer program and partnerships (needed to meet research,
monitoring and invasive species control goals).

Invasive species
control techniques

Continue current levels of monitoring and
control of invasive species

¢ Increase monitoring for invasive species, efficacy of treatment, and need for additional treatment
e Study control techniques for ricefield bulrush, reed canarygrass, carp, and nutria.

Baseline Surveys and
Inventories

Conduct baseline inventories of native fish, wildlife and vegetation to guide future management actions.

Habitat Assessments
and Feasibility Studies

o Conduct habitat assessments to guide future management actions.
e Conduct feasibility studies for restoring native wet meadow and grassland.

Monitor effects of
climate change

o Participate in regional efforts to monitor changes in wildlife migration patterns, range shifts, etc.
o Monitor climate-sensitive species (salmonids) and their key habitat parameters (stream temperature).

Transportation Access

Access to River ‘S’ o Retain existing access point/road e Develop a new access point | ¢ Retain existing access Asin Alt 2.
Unit easement; replace existing one-lane from Port of Ridgefield point; and replace bridge with
bridge with like structure; retain in-grade | property with new 2-lane 2-lane bridge to eliminate in-
railroad crossing. bridge to eliminate in-grade grade railroad crossing.
e Maintain existing one-lane unpaved railroad crossing; and new 1- | ¢ Improve/widen entrance
entrance road. mile entrance road. road; would require easement
e Abandon existing entrance | expansion or land acquisition
road and easement; demolish | (33 acres).
existing bridge.
Access to Carty Unit | Replace footbridge to Carty Unit with Continue Current Asin Alt 1. Asin Alt 2.
ADA accessible structure (separate EA Management and: Create
and funding). walking and limited
(emergency) vehicle access
from Port site, with small
bridge over Gee Creek.
Transportation Assist in local/regional planning efforts for facilities that link the refuge to regional walking/bicycling
Linkages trails, and mass transit.

Public Use Programs and Facilities

Waterfowl Hunting

e 790 acres, River ‘S’ Unit.

* 833 acres.

e 207 acres on south end of River ‘S’
Unit would be closed to waterfowl
hunting to limit disturbance to dusky
geese; and 250 acres on Bachelor Is.
would be opened to waterfowl hunting.

e 790 acres, River ‘S’ Unit. e 790 acres, River ‘S’ Unit.
e 207 acres on south end of
River ‘S’ Unit open to duck
hunting, but closed to goose
hunting to reduce take of

dusky geese.

¢ Flood up all hunt areas by Oct 1; fixed
blind locations.

e Provide access road, parking for
Bachelor Island hunt area.

o Staged flood-up; use alternate or
movable blinds as needed.

e Move hunter check station to
current entrance; rehab Teal Marsh;
and establish 1-2 new blinds on west
side of River ‘S’ Unit to compensate
for loss of blind 4 (lost to new bridge
construction).

o Staged flood-up; as needed
use alternate or movable
blinds.

e Move hunter check station
to current entrance;
rehabilitate Teal Marsh; and
establish 1-2 new blinds on
west side of River ‘S’ Unit to
compensate for loss of blind 4
(to new bridge construction).

e Staged flood-up; use
alternate or movable blinds
as needed.

e Move blind 15 north to
reduce take of dusky geese.
e Hunter check station
remains in current location.




Public Use Programs and Facilities (continued)

Auto Tour Route

No change from current, auto tour route
4.3 miles, open year round.

Auto tour route open year Same as Alt 1.
round, but its length would be
reduced from 4.3 to 4.0 miles

to reduce disturbance to

Length of auto tour route would vary
seasonally: 4.3 miles Mar 16-Sept 30;
and 2.6 miles Oct 1-Mar 15 (south end
of route closed seasonally to provide
dusky Canada geese and sanctuary areas for dusky Canada
Sandhill cranes. geese and Sandhill cranes).

¢ Implement measures to reduce congestion on auto tour route at peak times and encourage use of
walking trails (e.g., provide pedestrian access to refuge walking trails from Ridgefield).
¢ Develop partnerships/incentives to decrease emissions from auto tour route.

Trails

e Maintain existing walking trails (Oaks
to Wetlands, Kiwa).

e River ‘S’ Unit open to walking May 1-
Sept 30.

e Carty Unit open year-round.

Continue current management and:
¢ Develop new seasonal 1.5-mile dike-top wildlife observation trail, running north to an overlook and
south to existing River ‘S’ bridge, open May 1-Sept 30.

Environmental
Education and
Interpretation

o Construct new nature center, including environmental education classrooms (separate EA and funding).

e EE program serves 2,000-3,000
students annually.

e No full time EE coordinator; most
classes led by staff/volunteers.

e Expand EE program to serve 4,500 students annually.

e Hire full time EE coordinator; and develop curricula and refuge-specific instructor training.

e Offer 1-2 annual teacher training sessions.

e Recruit and train volunteer instructors; maintain 30 trained instructors.

e Develop partnership to integrate the refuge’s EE programming into the Ridgefield School District’s
curriculum.

e Provide EE shelter and study sites on Carty Unit.

Cultural Resources Protection and Education

Cultural Resources
Education and
Interpretation
Programs

e Plankhouse staffed by volunteers as
available.

e Provide 1-2 cultural events at
Cathlapotle Plankhouse annually.

e Explore grant to hire full time plankhouse coordinator; within 7 years have plankhouse staffed at least
4 hours/day on weekends and as needed for EE groups.

e Provide at least 2 cultural events (open to general public) at Cathlapotle Plankhouse annually.

e Develop interior interpretive plan and quality standards for artifact replicas used in plankhouse.

e Develop EE program tailored to the Plankhouse.

e Hold semiannual meetings with affected Tribes; and establish protocol for consultation.

Artifact Collection
Storage

o Maintain artifact collection from
Cathlapotle archaeological site at Portland
State University.

¢ Pursue funding to provide ¢ Pursue funding to transfer artifact collection to Fort Vancouver National
secure artifact storage and Historic Park; transfer collection ownership to the National Park Service.
curation on the refuge.




Copies of the DCCP/EA are available as follows:

Copies of the DCCP/EA on CD-ROM may be obtained by contacting:

Bob Flores, Project Leader

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex
PO. Box 457

Ridgefield, WA 98642

Phone (360) 887-4106

Review or download the DCCP/EA from the following Internet sites.

http:/www.fws.gov/ridgefieldrefuges/ridgefield or http:/www.fws.gov/pacific/planning/

A printed copy of the DCCP/EA is available at each of the following libraries:

Ridgefield Community Library, 210 North Main Ave., Ridgefield, WA 98642,;
Vancouver Community Library, 1007 East Mill Plain Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98663; and
Multnomah County Central Library, 801 SW 10th Ave., Portland, OR 97205.

Your Refuge Leaner, Greener and Reaching Out

To promote the availability of the DCCP/EA to a wider audience, and to reduce our use of the
natural resources used to produce paper and CD-ROM copies of our documents, we will be
posting the DCCP/EA on two Websites and providing each of the listed libraries a printed and
CD-ROM copy. Limited printed and CD-ROM copies are available, please contact us if you
need to obtain a copy. Our contact information is on this page and page 8.

Tentative Planning Schedule

Planning Step Target Date

Planning Update 1 (2SsUed)....ccouevererenrereeunnen. August 2006

Public Meetings (completed)..........coueueurennene. September 2006
Planning Update 2 (1Ssued)....ccceververerenuerunne. January 2007
Planning Update 3 (2Ssued)....ccevvverererereeunne. March 2009

Public Meeting (completed)........cueeueereereeeennnnne. March 26, 2009
Planning Update 4 (1SsUed)....c.cceververereneerunnen. June 2010

Draft CCP/EA Public Comment Period.......... June 15-July 16, 2010
Final CCP/EA....iiereeneerieesreesreeneenas Fall 2010

Schedule dates are tentative and subject to
change as the planning process progresses.

Scrub jay with acorn /
© Jim Cruce




Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex
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wistice | Ridgefield, WA 98642

SYSTEM

In this issue:

Review and comment
on summaries of the
Ridgefield

National Wildlife
Refuge’s Draft
CCP/EA alternatives.
Comments are due to
us by July 16, 2010.

Your Comments are Important

Your comments help shape the future of the Refuge. Please send
your comments and requests to us by any of the following methods.

Mail:
Bob Flores, Project Leader
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex

PO. Box 457 Comments are
Ridgefield, WA 98642 due to us by
July 16, 2010.

Phone: (360) 887-4106
Fax: (360) 887-4109

Web site: www.fws.gov/ridgefieldrefuges/ridgefield; select “Contact Us.

E-mail: FW1PlanningComments@fws.gov
(Please include “Ridgefield NWR DCCP/EA” in the subject line)
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