
In this issue: Review summaries of the preliminary 
management alternatives for Grays Harbor 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Black River Unit 
of Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge.  

Grays Harbor
National Wildlife Refuge and
Black River Unit 
of Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Planning Update 3, May 2013

Project Contacts
U.S. Mail:
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Attn: Project Leader 
100 Brown Farm Road
Olympia, WA 98516

Fax: (360) 534-9302

CCP webpage: 
www.fws.gov/pacific/planning/main/
docs/wa/docsgraysblack.htm

Female Oregon spotted frog. © Kelly McAllister

The Refuges’ Web sites: 
Grays Harbor NWR: 
www.fws.gov/refuge/grays_harbor/
Black River Unit: 
www.fws.gov/refuge/nisqually/black_
river_unit.html

The Draft CCP/EA is Coming Soon

Greetings 
The Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex is developing a 
comprehensive conservation plan 
and associated environmental 
assessment (CCP/EA) for the 
Complex’s Grays Harbor National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge or NWR) 
and Black River Unit (Refuge) 
(collectively Refuges). When 
completed, the CCPs will guide 
management of the Refuges for 15 
years. Your participation in the CCP 
process is critical to its success.

various policy requirements. During 
development of the preliminary 
alternatives, we considered and 
addressed all the comments and 
ideas we have received to date. 

Over the next several months, the 
planning team will be preparing the 
Draft CCP/EA. A detailed analysis 
of our management alternatives will 
be provided in the draft document 
for public review and comments in 

the summer of 2013. The final 
alternative selected by the 
Service will be determined in 
part by the comments we receive 
on the Draft CCP/EA. 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Preliminary Alternatives 
The CCP/EA process for the Grays 
Harbor and Black River Refuges 
is moving forward. Preliminary 
versions of the management 
alternatives are presented on the 
following pages. A comparison 
of proposed and current 
managment activites is provided 
as well. The alternatives have 
been designed to meet the 
Refuges’ purposes, the National 
Wildlife Refuge System mission, 
each Refuges’ vision, and 

Preliminary Management Alternatives are Available 
Marsh wren singing. © Dennis Ellison

Common yellowthroat. 
© Jan Weiser
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Dunlin. © Jan Weiser

E-mail: 
FW1PlanningComments@fws.gov

Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
100 Brown Farm Road
Olympia, WA 98516

10



2 9

Black Lake

Bl
ac

k R
ive

r

Bl a
ck

 R
ive

r

Dempsey Creek

                        
     ¾i

                        
     

Proposed
Research
Natural

Area

Lit
tle

rock 
Rd SW

                               
     

!]

![ ¾i!Õ

![ ¾i!Õ !]

123rd Ave SW

G
re

en
rid

g e 
S

t S
W

Waddell Creek Rd SW

Maytown Rd SW

88Th Ave SW

101St Ave SW

Fa
irv

ie
w 

R
d 

SW

Kinney Rd SW

128Th Ave SW

103Rd Ave SW

La
ke

si
de 

St 
SW

Delp
hi 

Rd SW

10
5T

h Ave 
SW

E
nd

ic
ot

t R
d 

S
W

La 
Fr

an
ce 

R
d 

SW

118Th Ave SW

118Th Ave SW

Lit
tle

ro
ck 

Rd SW

M
az

am
a 

S
t S

W

97Th Ct SW

Gifford Rd SW

110Th Ave SW

Shawn Ave SW

C
ro

ck
et

t S
t S

W

S
ha

do
w

br
oo

k 
D

r S
W

95Th Ave SW

115Th Ave SW

113Th Ave SW

D
el

ph
i R

d 
S

W

D
el

ph
i R

d 
SW

!y Allen Cree
k

Darlin Cre ek

Dem

pse
y C

ree
k

Pa n ts Creek

Stony Creek

Blooms Ditch

Ashley Creek

Waddell Creek

Salm
on 

Creek

LEGEND

Approved Refuge Boundary
Refuge Managed Lands
Privately Owned Lands
Proposed Research Natural Area

!

!
!

! ! Boat Fishing in River Channel Only
No Internal Combustion Motors
Internal Combustion Motors Allowed
Future County Trail

!y Boat Launch

!] Information Kiosk

!Õ Interpretive Panels
¾i Parking
![ Wildlife Viewing

0 10.5
Miles

UTM ZONE 10N
NAD 830 10.5

Kilometers

Black River Unit Grays Harbor  
National Wildlife Refuge, Grays Harbor County, Washington           Alternative 2 Proposals of Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, Thurston County, Washington              Alternative 2 Proposals



38

Overview of the Preliminary Alternatives 

Black River Refuge We would establish a Research 
Natural Area to advance research 
opportunities, protect and manage 
unique bog and wetland habitats, and 
potentially reintroduce rare plants. 
The Refuge would pursue additional 
land protection planning in the future. 

The Refuge would be opened to the 
following public uses: Wildlife 
observation and photography, 
interpretation, and fishing, with 
boating allowed in support of these 
activities. Visitor facilities would be
developed as funding allows, including 
a viewing platform, a vehicle pull off 
area to view elk and other wildlife, 
a kiosk and interpretive signs, and 
potentially, a boat launch with a small 
parking area. See the 
Alternative 2 map 
on page 9.

Dunlin at Grays Harbor Refuge. © Ben Smallwood 

American bitterns’ booming 
calls can be heard near Black 
River’s freshwater wetlands. 

Alternative 1 Current Management    
Refuge management would continue 
to promote protection of habitats, 
with limited control of invasive species 
under Alternative 1. Migratory bird 
use monitoring would continue. The 
environmental education program 
would continue to be a priority. All 
existing visitor services, wildlife 
observation, photography, and 
interpretation would continue. 
Existing facilities would be maintained.

Alternative 2 Preferred Alternative  
Alternative 2 represents a balanced 
approach among the Refuge’s many 
competing needs. Wildlife and habitat 
programs would continue as currently 
managed, with a greater emphasis on 
invasive species control, using methods 
identified in an integrated pest 
management (IPM) plan. Pursuing 
priority science inventory, monitoring, 
and research needs would also be a 
priority. We would initiate planning 
in the future, for additional land and 
habitat protection measures. 

The environmental education program 
would be expanded and improved, 
as staffing and funding allows. The 
Refuge would continue discussions 
with the Port of Grays Harbor and 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
regarding providing additional visitor 
facilities, including an extension to Red 
Knot Trail, interpretive signs/panels, 
and two wildlife viewing platforms. 

The Refuge staff would work with 
partners, to improve public access to 
the Refuge. See the Alternative 2 
map on page 2.

Grays Harbor Refuge

Alternative 1 Current Management
Habitat management would continue, 
with an emphasis on monitoring and 
managing habitat for the State-listed 
Oregon spotted frog. Management 
of other habitats and invasive species 
would be limited. Land acquisition 
would continue to be a Refuge 
priority as funding allows. The 
Refuge would remain closed to the 
public, and no visitor services would 
be available.

Alternative 2 Preferred Alternative    
This alternative identifies a balanced 
approach among the Refuge’s 
many competing needs. Habitat 
enhancement and management 
would be a priority, especially in 
wetlands benefitting the Oregon 
spotted frog and migratory birds. 
Increased inventory, monitoring,
and research would guide 
Refuge management 
decisions. 

Planning Schedule
May 2011  Planning Update 1 completed

May 2011  Public Meetings completed

Fall 2011  Planning Update 2: Results of public comments completed

    Spring 2013  Planning Update 3: Preliminary alternatives (current step)                                
    Summer 2013 Draft CCPs/EAs and Planning Update 4 for public comments*

    Fall 2013  Final CCP/Decision and Planning Update 5*                        
        *Dates are tentative and may change as the planning process progresses.

Clockwise from upper left: Rufus hummingbird in salmonberry, © Greg Farley; and Cedar waxwing and Western tiger 
swallowtail butterfl y, © John Whitehead. 

Action Common to Both Alternatives
Planning for a proposed Nature 
Center began prior to development 
of the CCP, and would continue under 
both  alternatives as funding becomes 
available. 

Sallie Gentry/USFWS



Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Estuarine Habitats

Tidal Open Water Annually protect 723 acres of open water and 
channel habitat.

Same as Alt. 1 plus conduct IPM program.

Intertidal Mudfl ats Annually protect 497 acres of intertidal mudfl ats 
and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alt. 1 plus increase IPM 
program.

Tidal Salt and Brack-
ish Marsh

Annually protect 156 acres of tidal salt and 
brackish marsh habitat and maintain IPM 
program. Remove constructed berm and 
restore tidal circulation to 15-20 acres.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program.

Forest Habitats

 Forest Annually protect 95 acres of forest habitat and 
maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alt. 1 plus increase IPM program.

Estuary and Ecosystem

Partnerships Maintain current partnerships. Same as Alt. 1 plus enhance and develop new partnerships 
and initiatives for conservation purposes.

Land Protection 
Planning

Continue to acquire land from will sellers as 
funding becomes available.

Same as Alt. 1 plus after CCP is completed, begin preliminary 
proposal for potential land protection planning.

Inventory/Monitoring/Research

Inventory/Monitoring Continue shorebird monitoring as it applies to 
Refuge management decisions.

Same as Alt. 1 plus initiate and support additional  monitoring 
opportunities and projects.

Research Continue support of research opportunities as 
it applies to Refuge management decisions.

Same as Alternative 1 plus initiate and support research 
opportunities where they contribute to understanding 
shorebird habitat use, sedimentation rates, and the effects of 
climate change on shorebird habitat and shorebird ecology.

Visitor Services - General

Welcoming and 
Orienting

Maintain current facilities, signs, outreach 
materials.

Same as Alt. 1 plus update signs and improve parking, 
visibility, and outreach materials .

Wildlife observation 
and photography

Maintain current facilities. Same as Alt. 1 plus continue discussions with Port of Grays 
Harbor and FAA to add two viewing platforms on Refuge 
lands adjacent to the blacktop road.

Sandpiper Trail Maintain current facilities. Same as Alt. 1 plus continue discussions with the Port of 
Grays Harbor and FAA to add a 250 foot trail extension at the 
end of the peninsula with interpretive signs.

Interpretation

Interpretive panels Maintain current panels. Same as Alt. 1 plus develop new interpretive panels for 
Sandpiper Trail and other viewing areas.

Interpretive 
programs

Maintain current programs. Same as Alt. 1 plus work with partners to provide guided walks 
and other interpretive programs for the public.

Facilities

Refuge Building Maintain current building. Renovate current building for maintenance shop as funding 
allows.

Grays Harbor Refuge Preliminary Alternatives Summary
4 7

Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Visitor Services

Fishing No authorized fi shing. Open the river channel to State regulated fi shing from boats only.

Boating No authorized boating. Open river channel to boating at slow speeds. Allow motorized 
boats to travel between 123rd Avenue and 110th Avenue at speeds 
of 5 mph or less (per County regulations); and allow nonmotorized 
boats and boats with electric motors only, north of 110th Avenue.

Boat launch No Refuge-authorized public boat launch. Develop a partnership with Thurston County to provide a boat 
launch at 123rd Avenue, and a small parking area and kiosk on the 
Refuge. 

Educational programs No environmental education programs. Partner with local organizations to incorporate Refuge messages 
into their programs.

Volunteer program No volunteer program. Develop and promote a Refuge volunteer program .

Partnerships program No partnership program. Build community partnerships to support visitor services 
programs.

Black River. © Dennis Ellison                     Great blue heron. © John Whitehead

Black River Refuge Revised Goals
Goal 1. Goal 1. Protect, maintain, Protect, maintain, 
and enhance aquatic habitats and enhance aquatic habitats 
characteristic of the upper characteristic of the upper 
Black River watershed Black River watershed 
while maintaining historical while maintaining historical 
characteristics of the north characteristics of the north 
Puget Trough Lowlands for Puget Trough Lowlands for 
the benefit of native fish, the benefit of native fish, 
amphibians, migratory birds, amphibians, migratory birds, 
and a diverse assemblage of and a diverse assemblage of 
other native species.other native species.

Goal 2. Goal 2. Protect and maintain Protect and maintain 
upland habitats characteristic upland habitats characteristic 
of the upper Black River of the upper Black River 
watershed.watershed.

Goal 3. Goal 3. Contribute to the Contribute to the 
protection and long-term protection and long-term 
environmental health of environmental health of 
the greater Black River the greater Black River 
watershed and ecosystem. watershed and ecosystem. 

heron. © John Whitehead

Goal 4. Goal 4. Gather scientific Gather scientific 
information (inventories, information (inventories, 
monitoring, and research) to monitoring, and research) to 
support adaptive management support adaptive management 
decisions.decisions.

Goal 5. Goal 5. Provide Provide 
quality opportunities quality opportunities 
for visitors to experience for visitors to experience 
a diversity of wildlife and a diversity of wildlife and 
habitats to enhance their habitats to enhance their 
understanding and appreciation understanding and appreciation 
of the Refuge’s natural resources, of the Refuge’s natural resources, 
and foster a connection with and foster a connection with 
nature. nature. 

Goal 6. Goal 6. Support and develop an Support and develop an 
active volunteer program and active volunteer program and 
partnerships to assist in partnerships to assist in 
providing quality visitor services providing quality visitor services 
programs and outreach.programs and outreach.



Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Environmental Education

Environmental 
Education 

AmeriCorps temporary education coordinator 
position supported by partner funding.

Same as Alt. 1 plus seek ways to secure stable and permanent 
funding to coordinate curriculum and additional programs 
throughout the county.

Teacher Training Continue current training opportunities. Same as Alt. 1 plus improve and expand teacher training 
opportunities.

Volunteer Program and Partnerships

Refuge volunteers Maintain current training and volunteer 
opportunities.

Same as Alt. 1 plus expand efforts to recruit and train volunteers 
to participate fully in Refuge programs.

Partnerships Maintain partnerships with existing groups, 
organizations, and agencies.

Same as Alt. 1 plus identify new local partnerships to support 
Visitor Services programs.

Outreach

Outreach programs 
and events

Maintain current efforts with the Grays 
Harbor Shorebird Festival.

Same as Alt. 1 plus identify new opportunities for programs and
events in the community and develop ways to reach new audiences.

Goal 1. Protect, maintain, and restore 
estuarine habitats representative of 
the Grays Harbor ecosystem for the 
benefit of shorebirds, other migratory 
birds, fish, and a diverse assemblage 
of other native species.

Goal 2. Protect and maintain upland 
habitat representative of the Grays 
Harbor ecosystem for the benefit 
of migratory passerines and other 
wildlife.

Goal 3. Contribute to the protection 
and long-term environmental health
of the Refuge, estuary, and ecosystem.

Goal 4. Collect scientific information 
(inventories, monitoring, and 
research) necessary to support 
adaptive management decisions. 

Goal 5. Provide quality opportunities 
for visitors to observe and 
photograph a diversity of wildlife and 
habitats, to enhance understanding 

of and appreciation for the Refuge’s 
natural resources, and foster a 
connection with nature.

Goal 6. Provide environmental 
education opportunities that initiate 
a sense of wonder and foster a 
connection with nature and the Refuge 
for students on and off the Refuge.  

Goal 7. Support and strengthen an 
active volunteer work force and Friends
Group to assist in providing quality 
visitor services programs and outreach.   

Grays Harbor Refuge Revised Goals

Visitors on Sandpiper Trail. © Jan Weiser

5



Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Aquatic Habitats

River channel habitat Annually protect up to 7.5 miles of river channel 
habitat and maintain a limited integrated pest 
management (IPM) program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program and 
complete a Water Resources Inventory Assessment.

Tributary channel 
habitat

Annually protect 6-16 miles of tributary channel 
habitat and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program.

Bog habitat Annually protect 56 acres of bog habitat. Same as Alternative 1 plus conduct IPM program and 
introduce rare plant species as appropriate.

Shrub swamp habitat Annually protect 512 acres of  shrub swamp 
habitat and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program.

Riparian forest 
habitat

Annually protect 265 acres of riparian habitat and 
maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program.

Emergent marsh 
habitat

Annually protect 34 acres of emergent marsh  
habitat and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus  improve habitat for OSF and 
increase IPM program.

Seasonally fl ooded 
nonnative 
grassland habitat

Annually protect 82 acres of seasonally fl ooded 
nonnative grassland habitat and maintain limited 
IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus  improve habitat for OSF and  
increase IPM program.

Upland Habitats

Dry nonnative grass-
land habitat

Annually protect 163 acres of nonnative grassland 
habitat and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus enhance up to 15 acres with 
native plants and increase IPM program.

Mixed forest habitat Annually protect 394 acres of mixed forest habitat 
and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alternative 1 plus enhance 5-10 acres and  
increase IPM program.

Watershed and Ecosystem

Partnerships Maintain current partnerships . Same as Alternative 1 plus enhance and develop new part-
nerships and initiatives for conservation purposes.

Land Protection 
Planning 

Continue to acquire land from willing sellers as 
funding allows.

Same as Alternative 1, plus after CCP completion, begin 
preliminary proposal for potential land protection planning.

Special Designation Area

Research Natural 
Area

No special designation. Establish a Research Natural Area on approximately 300 
acres which includes a unique mosaic of rare bog and 
wetland habitats.

Inventories, Monitoring, and Research

Inventory and 
Monitoring 

Continue inventory and monitoring projects as 
they apply to Refuge management decisions. 

Same as Alternative 1 plus develop an inventory and 
monitoring plan, and support additional inventory and 
monitoring opportunities and projects.

Research No current research. Initiate and support research opportunities where they 
contribute to understanding the Refuge’s resources and 
management.

Visitor Services

Welcoming and 
Orienting 

No visitor facilities or outreach materials. Develop print and electronic media outreach materials; 
improve Refuge visibility; install signs.

Wildlife Observation 
and photography

No visitor facilities. Develop a vehicle pull-out, a parking area, and regulation 
signs on the west side of Endicott Road; develop a small 
parking area, kiosk, and viewing platform on the east side 
of Endicott Road; and identify links to Regional Trail System 
trails in coordination with Thurston County.

Black River Refuge Preliminary Alternatives Summary
6



Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Estuarine Habitats

Tidal Open Water Annually protect 723 acres of open water and 
channel habitat.

Same as Alt. 1 plus conduct IPM program.

Intertidal Mudfl ats Annually protect 497 acres of intertidal mudfl ats 
and maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alt. 1 plus increase IPM 
program.

Tidal Salt and Brack-
ish Marsh

Annually protect 156 acres of tidal salt and 
brackish marsh habitat and maintain IPM 
program. Remove constructed berm and 
restore tidal circulation to 15-20 acres.

Same as Alternative 1 plus increase IPM program.

Forest Habitats

 Forest Annually protect 95 acres of forest habitat and 
maintain limited IPM program.

Same as Alt. 1 plus increase IPM program.

Estuary and Ecosystem

Partnerships Maintain current partnerships. Same as Alt. 1 plus enhance and develop new partnerships 
and initiatives for conservation purposes.

Land Protection 
Planning

Continue to acquire land from will sellers as 
funding becomes available.

Same as Alt. 1 plus after CCP is completed, begin preliminary 
proposal for potential land protection planning.

Inventory/Monitoring/Research

Inventory/Monitoring Continue shorebird monitoring as it applies to 
Refuge management decisions.

Same as Alt. 1 plus initiate and support additional  monitoring 
opportunities and projects.

Research Continue support of research opportunities as 
it applies to Refuge management decisions.

Same as Alternative 1 plus initiate and support research 
opportunities where they contribute to understanding 
shorebird habitat use, sedimentation rates, and the effects of 
climate change on shorebird habitat and shorebird ecology.

Visitor Services - General

Welcoming and 
Orienting

Maintain current facilities, signs, outreach 
materials.

Same as Alt. 1 plus update signs and improve parking, 
visibility, and outreach materials .

Wildlife observation 
and photography

Maintain current facilities. Same as Alt. 1 plus continue discussions with Port of Grays 
Harbor and FAA to add two viewing platforms on Refuge 
lands adjacent to the blacktop road.

Sandpiper Trail Maintain current facilities. Same as Alt. 1 plus continue discussions with the Port of 
Grays Harbor and FAA to add a 250 foot trail extension at the 
end of the peninsula with interpretive signs.

Interpretation

Interpretive panels Maintain current panels. Same as Alt. 1 plus develop new interpretive panels for 
Sandpiper Trail and other viewing areas.

Interpretive 
programs

Maintain current programs. Same as Alt. 1 plus work with partners to provide guided walks 
and other interpretive programs for the public.

Facilities

Refuge Building Maintain current building. Renovate current building for maintenance shop as funding 
allows.

Grays Harbor Refuge Preliminary Alternatives Summary
4 7

Theme/Issue Alternative 1. Current Management Alternative 2. Preferred Alternative

Visitor Services

Fishing No authorized fi shing. Open the river channel to State regulated fi shing from boats only.

Boating No authorized boating. Open river channel to boating at slow speeds. Allow motorized 
boats to travel between 123rd Avenue and 110th Avenue at speeds 
of 5 mph or less (per County regulations); and allow nonmotorized 
boats and boats with electric motors only, north of 110th Avenue.

Boat launch No Refuge-authorized public boat launch. Develop a partnership with Thurston County to provide a boat 
launch at 123rd Avenue, and a small parking area and kiosk on the 
Refuge. 

Educational programs No environmental education programs. Partner with local organizations to incorporate Refuge messages 
into their programs.

Volunteer program No volunteer program. Develop and promote a Refuge volunteer program .

Partnerships program No partnership program. Build community partnerships to support visitor services 
programs.

Black River. © Dennis Ellison                     Great blue heron. © John Whitehead

Black River Refuge Revised Goals
Goal 1. Goal 1. Protect, maintain, Protect, maintain, 
and enhance aquatic habitats and enhance aquatic habitats 
characteristic of the upper characteristic of the upper 
Black River watershed Black River watershed 
while maintaining historical while maintaining historical 
characteristics of the north characteristics of the north 
Puget Trough Lowlands for Puget Trough Lowlands for 
the benefit of native fish, the benefit of native fish, 
amphibians, migratory birds, amphibians, migratory birds, 
and a diverse assemblage of and a diverse assemblage of 
other native species.other native species.

Goal 2. Goal 2. Protect and maintain Protect and maintain 
upland habitats characteristic upland habitats characteristic 
of the upper Black River of the upper Black River 
watershed.watershed.

Goal 3. Goal 3. Contribute to the Contribute to the 
protection and long-term protection and long-term 
environmental health of environmental health of 
the greater Black River the greater Black River 
watershed and ecosystem. watershed and ecosystem. 

heron. © John Whitehead

Goal 4. Goal 4. Gather scientific Gather scientific 
information (inventories, information (inventories, 
monitoring, and research) to monitoring, and research) to 
support adaptive management support adaptive management 
decisions.decisions.

Goal 5. Goal 5. Provide Provide 
quality opportunities quality opportunities 
for visitors to experience for visitors to experience 
a diversity of wildlife and a diversity of wildlife and 
habitats to enhance their habitats to enhance their 
understanding and appreciation understanding and appreciation 
of the Refuge’s natural resources, of the Refuge’s natural resources, 
and foster a connection with and foster a connection with 
nature. nature. 

Goal 6. Goal 6. Support and develop an Support and develop an 
active volunteer program and active volunteer program and 
partnerships to assist in partnerships to assist in 
providing quality visitor services providing quality visitor services 
programs and outreach.programs and outreach.
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Overview of the Preliminary Alternatives 

Black River Refuge We would establish a Research 
Natural Area to advance research 
opportunities, protect and manage 
unique bog and wetland habitats, and 
potentially reintroduce rare plants. 
The Refuge would pursue additional 
land protection planning in the future. 

The Refuge would be opened to the 
following public uses: Wildlife 
observation and photography, 
interpretation, and fishing, with 
boating allowed in support of these 
activities. Visitor facilities would be
developed as funding allows, including 
a viewing platform, a vehicle pull off 
area to view elk and other wildlife, 
a kiosk and interpretive signs, and 
potentially, a boat launch with a small 
parking area. See the 
Alternative 2 map 
on page 9.

Dunlin at Grays Harbor Refuge. © Ben Smallwood 

American bitterns’ booming 
calls can be heard near Black 
River’s freshwater wetlands. 

Alternative 1 Current Management    
Refuge management would continue 
to promote protection of habitats, 
with limited control of invasive species 
under Alternative 1. Migratory bird 
use monitoring would continue. The 
environmental education program 
would continue to be a priority. All 
existing visitor services, wildlife 
observation, photography, and 
interpretation would continue. 
Existing facilities would be maintained.

Alternative 2 Preferred Alternative  
Alternative 2 represents a balanced 
approach among the Refuge’s many 
competing needs. Wildlife and habitat 
programs would continue as currently 
managed, with a greater emphasis on 
invasive species control, using methods 
identified in an integrated pest 
management (IPM) plan. Pursuing 
priority science inventory, monitoring, 
and research needs would also be a 
priority. We would initiate planning 
in the future, for additional land and 
habitat protection measures. 

The environmental education program 
would be expanded and improved, 
as staffing and funding allows. The 
Refuge would continue discussions 
with the Port of Grays Harbor and 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
regarding providing additional visitor 
facilities, including an extension to Red 
Knot Trail, interpretive signs/panels, 
and two wildlife viewing platforms. 

The Refuge staff would work with 
partners, to improve public access to 
the Refuge. See the Alternative 2 
map on page 2.

Grays Harbor Refuge

Alternative 1 Current Management
Habitat management would continue, 
with an emphasis on monitoring and 
managing habitat for the State-listed 
Oregon spotted frog. Management 
of other habitats and invasive species 
would be limited. Land acquisition 
would continue to be a Refuge 
priority as funding allows. The 
Refuge would remain closed to the 
public, and no visitor services would 
be available.

Alternative 2 Preferred Alternative    
This alternative identifies a balanced 
approach among the Refuge’s 
many competing needs. Habitat 
enhancement and management 
would be a priority, especially in 
wetlands benefitting the Oregon 
spotted frog and migratory birds. 
Increased inventory, monitoring,
and research would guide 
Refuge management 
decisions. 

Planning Schedule
May 2011  Planning Update 1 completed

May 2011  Public Meetings completed

Fall 2011  Planning Update 2: Results of public comments completed

    Spring 2013  Planning Update 3: Preliminary alternatives (current step)                                
    Summer 2013 Draft CCPs/EAs and Planning Update 4 for public comments*

    Fall 2013  Final CCP/Decision and Planning Update 5*                        
        *Dates are tentative and may change as the planning process progresses.

Clockwise from upper left: Rufus hummingbird in salmonberry, © Greg Farley; and Cedar waxwing and Western tiger 
swallowtail butterfl y, © John Whitehead. 

Action Common to Both Alternatives
Planning for a proposed Nature 
Center began prior to development 
of the CCP, and would continue under 
both  alternatives as funding becomes 
available. 

Sallie Gentry/USFWS
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In this issue: Review summaries of the preliminary 
management alternatives for Grays Harbor 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Black River Unit 
of Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge.  

Grays Harbor
National Wildlife Refuge and
Black River Unit 
of Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Planning Update 3, May 2013

Project Contacts
U.S. Mail:
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Attn: Project Leader 
100 Brown Farm Road
Olympia, WA 98516

Fax: (360) 534-9302

CCP webpage: 
www.fws.gov/pacific/planning/main/
docs/wa/docsgraysblack.htm

Female Oregon spotted frog. © Kelly McAllister

The Refuges’ Web sites: 
Grays Harbor NWR: 
www.fws.gov/refuge/grays_harbor/
Black River Unit: 
www.fws.gov/refuge/nisqually/black_
river_unit.html

The Draft CCP/EA is Coming Soon

Greetings 
The Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex is developing a 
comprehensive conservation plan 
and associated environmental 
assessment (CCP/EA) for the 
Complex’s Grays Harbor National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge or NWR) 
and Black River Unit (Refuge) 
(collectively Refuges). When 
completed, the CCPs will guide 
management of the Refuges for 15 
years. Your participation in the CCP 
process is critical to its success.

various policy requirements. During 
development of the preliminary 
alternatives, we considered and 
addressed all the comments and 
ideas we have received to date. 

Over the next several months, the 
planning team will be preparing the 
Draft CCP/EA. A detailed analysis 
of our management alternatives will 
be provided in the draft document 
for public review and comments in 

the summer of 2013. The final 
alternative selected by the 
Service will be determined in 
part by the comments we receive 
on the Draft CCP/EA. 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Preliminary Alternatives 
The CCP/EA process for the Grays 
Harbor and Black River Refuges 
is moving forward. Preliminary 
versions of the management 
alternatives are presented on the 
following pages. A comparison 
of proposed and current 
managment activites is provided 
as well. The alternatives have 
been designed to meet the 
Refuges’ purposes, the National 
Wildlife Refuge System mission, 
each Refuges’ vision, and 

Preliminary Management Alternatives are Available 
Marsh wren singing. © Dennis Ellison

Common yellowthroat. 
© Jan Weiser

Inside
Alternatives Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2&9
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Dunlin. © Jan Weiser

E-mail: 
FW1PlanningComments@fws.gov

Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
100 Brown Farm Road
Olympia, WA 98516
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