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National Wildlife Refuge
Planning Update 3 - Fall 2005

Greetings from the Marin Islands
National Wildlife Refuge!
This is the third update on the Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge) Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) process. These updates
are sent out periodically to local residents, government agencies, non-profit
organizations, and others who have requested to be included in the
Refuge’s mailing list.

Since the last update, Refuge management has developed alternatives and a
preferred alternative for managing the Refuge based on comments received
during the public comment process, as well as the Refuge’s purpose and
mission.  These alternatives are generally described in this update.  A draft
CCP and EA are expected to be available on ___________.  Please check
for availability of the document by contacting us or by accessing the
website: ______________________________.

We expect that comment period for the draft CCP/EA will last 60 days.  We
have greatly appreciated your comments.  We continue to welcome your
suggestions, comments and questions.  Our contact information is located
on the last page of this update.  Thank you very much for your continued
interest in this process!

Christy Smith
Refuge Manager
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Update on the CCP Process

Since developing the vision statement and goals,
alternatives were created including a preferred alternative.
A draft CCP has been completed as well as an
Environmental Assessment to analyze the alternatives.
The alternatives were developed with varying degrees of
consideration balancing resource protection, public access
and public education.  A general summary of the
alternatives is provided in the following page.  A more
detailed description of the objectives and strategies for
achieving the alternatives is provided in the draft.

Once published, the CCP/EA draft will be available for
public comment for 60 days.  Comments will then be
reviewed and changes will be considered for the draft.  The
final CCP/EA will then be published and made available to

the public.

Marin Islands History

The Marin Islands has had an unusual history filled with
stories of intrigue and potential for high gain.  The Islands
and the surrounding area are thought to be named after
Chief Marin of the local Native American Hukueko tribe.
It is suggested that he used the Islands, but not necessarily
inhabited them.  The little known islands were also refer-
enced as a hideout site in Jack London’s Tale of the Fish
Patrol.

After Mexican ownership of California, the Islands later
were ceded to the California when it entered statehood in
1850.  In the early 1900s, the state had auctioned several
parcels of land, including the Islands.  Harbor Tug and
Barge Company saw the Islands as a logical invest-
ment choice with the potential to act as a natural
footing for the then construction of the Richmond
Bridge.  However, that potential never came to frui-
tion.  Structures were later built by the private owners
to provide facilities during their visits to the East
Island.  The Islands were later sold and purchased by a
number of donors to be established as a National
Wildlife Refuge and State Ecological Reserve.

View of the quarry on East Marin Island.

Heron and egret colony during the Spring nesting
season.

Young flowering buckeye.
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Please feel free to contact us

We are available to provide additional information
regarding the Refuge and the planning process.  Feel free
to call, write, or e-mail at sfbaynwrc@fws.gov.

If you did not receive this update through the mail and
would like to be on our mailing list, or if you would like to
be removed from the list, please contact us.

Winnie Chan, Refuge Planner
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 524
Newark, CA 94560
Phone: (510) 792-0222

Christy Smith, Refuge Manager
Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 524
Newark, CA 94560
Phone: (707) 562-3000

Mendel Stewart, Project Leader
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 524
Newark, CA 94560
Phone: (510) 792-0222

Help Us Plan the Future

We continue to invite comments concerning the future of
the Refuge.  We will be sending these planning updates
periodically to interested individuals and organizations.
You will have an opportunity to review and comment on
the draft CCP and Environmental Assessment.  We
anticipate that the draft will be available in November
2005.
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