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Greetings from the Marin Islands

National Wildlife Refuge!

This is the second update on the Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge) Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) process. These updates
are sent out periodically to local residents, government agencies, non-profit
organizations, and others who have requested to be included in the
Refuge’s mailing list.

Since the last update, the Refuge hosted a Public Scoping Meeting on
October 19, 2004, at the Marin Center in San Rafael, California.
Approximately 15 people attended the meeting. Public comments on the
CCP process were also collected via mail and e-mail. These comments are
summarized in the following section. We have collected and formulated
the bulk of the data needed for the CCP and are currently in the process of
developing management alternatives based on this data and the public
comments.

Though the most recent public comment period has closed, we will be
announcing another public comment period for the CCP and Environmental
Assessment draft. At that time, we will welcome your suggestions,
comments and questions. Our contact information is located on the last
page of this update. We anticipate that our draft CCP wil be available for

View of West Marin Island from shoreline your review in November 2005 and will notify you of its availability.
of East Marin Island. Thank you very much for your continued interest in this process!
(©Peter Baye 2005)
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Refuge Biology

The Refuge is home to one of the largest egret and heron
colonies in northern California. The colony nests on
West Marin Island and is most active during the spring
and summer months. Staff from the Audubon Canyon
Ranch conduct annual surveys and monitoring of the
heron and egret colony through a Refuge special use
permit. The data is analysed by the Service to determine
the health of the colony and if management actions are
needed. Canada geese are also present during the spring
and summer, but are not year-round residents. The
Refuge provides habitat for many other resident and
migratory songbirds, shorebirds, and waterfowl.

Surveys conducted over the last three years suggest that
mammals, including rodent and shrew species, are absent
from the land portion of the Refuge. Reptiles and
amphibians, including the California slender salamander,
have been detected on the island.

West Marin Island’s native buckeye and coast live oak
stands have provided the primary nesting area for the
egret and heron colony. Nonnative vegetation is sparse
on the island because there has been no recorded human
activity on the island. In comparison, East Marin Island
is dominated by non native vegetation from past
cultivation. French broom poses one of the greatest
threats to existing native plant populations on East Marin
Island. The remaining native vegetation on East Island is
composed of stands of mature, coast live oak woodland
with buckeye, understory shrubs, and oak-buckeye
woodland vines.

Public Scoping

A public scoping meeting was held in San Rafael,
California on October 19, 2004. Refuge staff shared
background information on the Refuge and sought
comments from interested parties regarding the future of
the Refuge. The public comment period closed on
November 8, 2004. Once a draft plan is available,
another public comment period will be held.

A Summary of Public Comments

Comments from the public scoping period were arranged
into the following theme and issue areas:

. Access

. Wildlife and Habitat Needs

. Habitat Restoration

. Environmental Education

. Research

. Wilderness Area Designation

The comments summarized below will be considered
during the development of the draft CCP and
environmental assessment:

*  Public access comments ranged from prohibiting any
access, to allowing unlimited public access, including
creating a water trail and allowing guided tours.

*  Support wildlife protection as the main priority for the
Refuge. Protect the egret and heron colony, and
provide suitable nesting habitat on East Marin Island.

*  Monitor predators and their effects on the colony, and
if necessary conduct depredation.

*  Protect or acquire nearby feeding areas that are consid-
ered to be silting up.

* Remove nonnative plants and restore native plants on
East Marin Island, utilizing community-based opportu-
nities. Consider vegetation appropriate for wildlife.
Burn brush collected from non-native plant removal
activities.



* Remove houses and related infrastructure from East
Marin Island to discourage human disturbance. Alter-
natively, renovate the structures for use as a caretaker
office, visitor center or research facility.

e Educate fishermen, guides, and private boaters that use
the area frequently about appropriate boating around
the Refuge.

* Decrease boater access nearby to encourage the return
of seals to the Refuge. Put signs on buoys to alert
boaters of the habitat value of the islands.

* Consider wilderness area designation for the Refuge.

* Research subtidal and tidal resources of the Refuge.

*  Study the impacts of the Canada geese population on
the Refuge.

An Update on the Refuge’s CCP Process

Since the public scoping meeting on October 19, 2004, the
CCP team has reviewed comments and issues, gathered
information, updated maps, and met with other partners
and agencies to obtain input.

Next, the CCP team refined the existing vision statement
and goals, based on public comments, the mission of the
National Wildlife Refuge System and the purposes of the
Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge. The draft vision
statement and goals are as follows.

Mature, native buckeye on East Marin Island.
(©Peter Baye 2005)

Draft Vision Statement and Goals

The draft visions statement and goals will be used to
generate objectives and strategies that will provide the
foundation for developing alternative management plans.

Draft Vision Statement

The Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge provides one
of the few sanctuaries of unique coastal habitat available to
migratory birds in the heavily urbanized San Francisco Bay
area. Surrounded by urban development and human
activity, the Refuge continues to support one of the largest
heron and egret colonies in northern California. Refuge
staff will work with constituents to restore the islands as
nearly as possible, to pre-industrial conditions with limited
human disturbance. The Refuge will continue to provide a
haven for migratory and local wildlife of the San Francisco
Bay area.

Visitors and the community will have opportunities to
learn about local wildlife and history, as well as to
participate in appropriate wildlife-dependent recreation at
the Refuge through high quality interpretive materials,
guided tours, and partnerships.

Draft Refuge Goals

Goal 1: Expand and maintain various native San Francisco
Bay plant communities on the Refuge, including those
communities that provide optimal habitat for the heron and
egret colonies as well as other coastal wildlife.

Goal 2: Provide wildlife-dependent recreational and
educational opportunities to visitors and the local
community to foster an understanding and appreciation of
San Francisco Bay wildlife.

Goal 3: Value and provide interpretation of the cultural
resources and history on the Refuge with the community
and visitors.



Rein orchid, Piperia michaelii, on East Marin Island. (©OPeter
Baye 2005)
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Exposed cliff area of East Marin Island. (OPeter Baye 2005)
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Flowering Ithuriel’s Spear, Tritelia laxa, on East Marin Island.
(©Peter Baye 2005)

Help Us Plan the Future

We continue to invite comments concerning the future of
the Refuge. We will be sending these planning updates
periodically to interested individuals and organizations.
You will have an opportunity to review and comment on
the draft CCP and Environmental Assessment. We
anticipate that the draft will be available in November
2005.

Please feel free to contact us

We are available to provide additional information
regarding the Refuge and the planning process. Feel free
to call, write, or e-mail at stbaynwrc@fws.gov.

If you did not receive this update through the mail and
would like to be on our mailing list, or if you would like to
be removed from the list, please contact us.

Winnie Chan, Refuge Planner

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

P.O. Box 524

Newark, CA 94560

Phone: (510) 792-0222

Christy Smith, Refuge Manager

Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

P.O. Box 524

Newark, CA 94560

Phone: (707) 562-3000

John Bradley, Acting Project Leader

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

P.O. Box 524

Newark, CA 94560

Phone: (510) 792-0222
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