Purpose and Objectives of agreement between the NFWF and USFWS
The Pacific Northwest Native Fish Habitat Initiative Fund will be used to finance on-the-ground projects in the States of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho that support the objectives of various initiatives, such as the Cross-Program Recovery Initiative, National Fish Habitat Initiative, and Western Native Trout Initiative.  Projects to be considered are any of the following purposes: a) habitat conservation, protection, restoration and management projects to benefit fish  species such as coastal cutthroat trout, bull trout, lamprey, westslope cutthroat trout, Yellowstone cutthroat trout and redband species; b) cost share, on-the-ground partnership programs for restoration and management of aquatic resources, as referenced in a; and c) habitat conservation, protection, restoration, and management projects that benefit the National Wildlife Refuge System and other federal and state refuges, reserves, and protected natural areas.  
Project descriptions can be submitted on-line at: https://collective.nfwf.org/pre-proposal/preproposal.php (select NFHI-PNW from the “specific program” pull-down menu at the bottom of the form. For details about applying for this fund visit:  http://www.nfwf.org/programs/nfhi_pacific_nw.cfm .
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Support of Fish Habitat Initiatives

For the past several years, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Fisheries Program has taken a greater role in habitat conservation and restoration.  Internal to the Pacific Region, there are several habitat initiatives (e.g., Cross-Program Recovery in Western Washington and Western Oregon) that help the various FWS programs collaborate on habitat restoration projects.  Cross-Program Recovery capitalizes on the expertise and resources from multiple programs (Fisheries, Refuges, Ecological Services, Migratory Birds, Federal Aid, and Joint Ventures) to recover listed species and prevent the need for future listings by focusing on habitat conservation, management, and restoration.  It focuses on species and associated habitats where significant recovery is achievable in the short-term.  Expansion of this collaborative process to external partners is the next step.  

The emerging National Fish Habitat Initiative and Western Native Trout Initiative are examples of habitat initiatives where the Service plays an active role.  The National Fish Habitat Initiative began in 2001 when an ad hoc group of State and Federal fishery managers explored the concept of developing a partnership effort for fish habitat on the scale of what was done for waterfowl in the 1980's via North American Waterfowl Management Plan.   Since its creation, the North American Waterfowl Management Plan has successfully forged partnerships to protect millions of acres of waterfowl habitat.  
By 2004, after a series of meetings around the country, fisheries professionals and stakeholders were discussing a partnership-driven, non-regulatory, science-based, landscape-scale fish habitat conservation effort.  Hundreds of representatives from the fisheries management community, conservation community, and angling groups attended regional meetings and unanimously supported action.  From these efforts, a National Fish Habitat Action Plan emerged.  This plan has become known as the National Fish Habitat Initiative.  Progress to date includes:
· In 2004, International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA) voted to take a lead role in the initiative.  
· In 2005, the United States Geological Survey provided $100,000 to fund fish habitat data collection efforts at the IAFWA.

· In 2005, five Multi-state Conservation Grants were awarded to fund about $1.8 million for on-the-ground projects and continued development of the Plan.  
· In 2005, A National Fish Habitat Initiative Core Work Group and supporting teams were created and charged with leading development of an action plan by March 2006.  

· Congress recently appropriated $1 million in FY 2006 to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for fish habitat initiative projects and further development of the Plan.
· Private partners and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, working under the banner of "More Fish," have pledged to fund support of the Plan. 

· A Federal Caucus comprised of major Federal agencies has been formed to coordinate Federal efforts to develop and implement the Plan.

· Regional fish partnerships such as the Western Native Trout Initiative are emerging.

· A website, www.fishhabitat.org provides a communication link between Plan working groups and a growing list of partners and stakeholders, which currently numbers more than 250 organizations.
·  In August 2005, the Draft Action Plan was released for public comment.

The National Fish Habitat Initiative’s goals include:

· Protect and maintain intact and healthy aquatic systems.

· Prevent further degradation of fish and aquatic habitats that have been adversely affected. 

· Reverse declines in the quality of aquatic habitats to improve the overall health of fish and other aquatic organisms. 

· Increase the quality and quantity of fish sustained by our Nation’s waters. 
· Increase self-sustaining aquatic systems that support a broad natural diversity of fish and other aquatic species. 

The NFHI offers an excellent opportunity to meet the challenges of restoring and managing aquatic habitats on a national scale.  Success lies in local action, strategically applied and collaboratively funded, yielding local and national benefits – and more fish!  This is the vision: Healthy fish, healthy habitats, healthy people and healthy economies.

The Western Trout Initiative (WNTI) is a step-down effort from the National Fish Habitat Initiative.  The intent of the WNTI is to identify and restore important habitats for native trout species in the western States.  This includes Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, Wyoming, Colorado, and California.  The target species include any of the numerous trout species indigenous to the western states including, but is not limited to, coastal cutthroat, westslope cutthroat, Yellowstone cutthroat, bull trout, and redband trout.  As with the National Fish Habitat Initiative, the development of partnerships between various agencies and interest groups is critically important to the success of this program.
