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Table 1.  Diagnostic characters for the subspecies of the bremnerii group.

subspecies

characters

wings (lengths
in millimeters
[mm])

disc color submarginal band color caterpillar
develop-
ment rate

Oregon
silverspot
butterfly (S. z.
hippolyta)

small (male
forewing length
24 to 29 mm
mean = 27 mm)

dark
reddish
brown

clear yellow very slow

Valley
silverspot
butterfly (S. z.
bremnerii)

medium to large
(male forewing
length 28 to 32
mm, mean = 30
mm)

dark
reddish
brown 

clear yellow
submarginal band

fast

Gloriosa
silverspot
butterfly (S. z.
gloriosa)

medium to large 
(male forewing
length 28 to 32
mm, mean = 30
mm)

dark
reddish
brown

40% with yellow
submarginal band, 60%
with lavender or tan
band, often with
reddish suffusion over
band

slow

Behren’s
silverspot
butterfly (S. z.
behrensii) 

medium (male
forewing length
28 to 30 mm,
mean = 29 mm)

dark
reddish
brown

lavender slow

Myrtle’s
silverspot
butterfly (S. z.
myrtleae)

 medium to
large wing (male
forewing length
28 to 32 mm,
mean = 30 mm)

reddish
brown
with
extensive
yellow
suffusion

clear yellow slow




