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Dr Philip Mote is a research scientist at the University of Washington, in the Climate Impacts 
Group, and an Affiliate Professor in the Department of Atmospheric Sciences. His research 
interests include Northwest climate and its effects on snowpack, streamflow, and forest fires. A 
frequent public speaker, he has also written over 70 scientific articles and edited a book on 
climate modeling, published in 2000. In 2003 he became the Washington State Climatologist. He 
served as a lead author of the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change released in 2007, and was honored with a share of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize 
which was awarded to the many scientists worldwide who contributed to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. 
 
Philip studied at the University Of Washington, Seattle, WA, where he received his Ph.D. in 
Atmospheric Sciences, January 1994.  He previously attended Harvard University, Cambridge, 
MA, and earned a B.A.with Honors in Physics, June 1987. 
 
His research experience comprises research at JISAO/SMA Climate Impacts Group, University of 
Washington Seattle, WA, Scientist Climate variability and change, description and impacts; 
public outreach, interdisciplinary research (1/98-present); Consultant at NorthWest Research 
Associates Bellevue, WA, Dynamics of the stratosphere and upper troposphere (7/98-present); 
Research at NorthWest Research Associates Bellevue, WA, Scientist Dynamics of the 
stratosphere (8/96-6/98); Research Department of Meteorology, University of Edinburgh 
Edinburgh, Scotland Fellow UK Universities’ Global Atmospheric Modelling Programme (2/94-
7/96). 
 


