U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

A Summary of Milestones Leading up to the
Reintroduction of Bull Trout into the Clackamas River, Oregon

As part of the overall recovery strategy for the threatened bull trout, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife are reintroducing this native fish to the
upper Clackamas River, a major tributary of the Willamette River near Portland, Oregon.
Reestablishing bull trout in this area of its former range also may lead to other bull trout
reintroductions in the future to reconnect isolated populations. Related milestones leading up
to this policy decision:

» 1999: Bull trout are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.

» December 2002: Bull trout recovery plan is completed in draft; identifies the Clackamas
River as a potentially viable area for reintroducing the species to its former range (as well as
other areas).

» December 2007: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife, and U.S. Forest Service complete a detailed analysis determining that a
reintroduction effort in the Clackamas would be biologically feasible. The feasibility analysis
concludes that the best candidate for bull trout donor stock would be the Metolius River in
the Deschutes River Basin in north-central Oregon.

» April 2008: A 5-year status review recommends retaining threatened status for bull trout
throughout their range.

» July 2008: The Service sponsors an expert science panel workshop to assess potential
impacts of bull trout reintroduction on ESA-listed salmon and steelhead in the Clackamas
River. The workshop also solicits expert opinion on critical monitoring and management
actions to reduce uncertainty and risk. Workshop results are later incorporated into the
proposed federal rule-making for the project, a draft Environmental Assessment, and
consultation with NOAA Fisheries related to potential impacts to listed salmon and
steelhead.

» October/November 2008: The Service and ODFW host two public scoping meetings on the
potential reintroduction effort, inviting federal and state agencies, tribal and local
governments, landowners, business owners, anglers, and non-profit organizations to
provide input (which is later incorporated into a draft Environmental Assessment).

» December 2009: The Service releases a proposed rule-making on the establishment of a
non-essential experimental population under Section 10(j) of the Endangered Species Act,
and a draft Environmental Assessment in accordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act, and invites public comments on both for a 60-day period. The proposal was
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August 2010: The Warm Springs Tribal Council passes a resolution supporting the
utilization of Metolius River bull trout for donor stock for the 2011 reintroduction project
(out-year approval is contingent upon an annual review and approval process).

September 2010: The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission approves a state rule-making
related to the proposed reintroduction, allowing the Service and ODFW to move forward.

October 2010: The Service revises the bull trout’s critical habitat, designating nearly 19,000
miles of streams, more than 488,000 acres of lakes and reservoirs, and more than 750 miles
of marine shoreline in five states as essential areas for recovery. The Clackamas River was
not part of this designation because of its proposed classification as a “non-essential
experimental” population.

December 2010: The Service provides a Biological Assessment on the reintroduction effort
to initiate consultation with NOAA Fisheries under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
because of potential impacts on listed salmon and steelhead.

May 2011: The Service provides an amended Biological Assessment to NOAA Fisheries with
added provisions to minimize potential impacts to listed coho and Chinook salmon and
steelhead.

June 2011: Service finalizes Environmental Assessment required under the National
Environmental Policy Act.

June 2011: NOAA Fisheries will issue a “no jeopardy” Biological Opinion to complete the
two agencies’ ESA consultation.

Late June/July 2011: The first bull trout reintroductions into the Clackamas River will take
place.

In the next year: An updated and revamped draft recovery plan for bull trout will be
released.
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