
Glide Wildflower Show 
 
 
The Glide Wildflower Show began as a 
fund-raising project in 1965. The Glide 
Community Club needed to raise money 
for maintenance of its building. Three 
club members – Audrey Young, Mona 
Riley, and Reggie Miller – suggested a 
benefit including a wildflower slide show 
presented by Reggie. 

Reggie, a member of the North Umpqua 
Garden Club collected 71 specimens 
around her home on Buckhorn Road, 
arranged them in vases, and labeled them 
with botanical and common names.  At 
that time only thirty-five people attended 
the show, enjoyed it, and raved to their 
friends. 

Since then, the show has grown to over 
700 varieties of wildflowers. The show 
brings many guests from Oregon, 
Washington, California, Alaska, and has 
even brought visitors from as far away as 
London and Amsterdam. The show 
includes flowers that are rarely seen and 
often ignored. For example, visitors are 
treated to 15 different varieties of violets 
that just occur in a few counties in southwestern Oregon. 

The Glide Wildflower Show has been presented every year but one since 1965, attracting around 2,500 visitors during 
the last weekend in April. 

Putting on the show is a huge endeavor. The obvious tasks are collecting, identifying, vasing, and labeling specimens; 
setting and cleaning up; preparing educational materials; planning and conducting students’ activities; scheduling 
speakers, handling book sales; and arranging publicity. Behind-the-scenes jobs include purchasing supplies; tracking 
expenses; filing paperwork and tax returns of a non-profit organization; maintaining this website; researching botanical 
information; recruiting and training volunteers. Hundreds of volunteers share the work, but organizing and training this 
small army is a challenge in itself. The entire undertaking is directed by the Glide Wildflower Show Council, up to 11 
dedicated and hard-working volunteers. 

The Glide Wildflower Show is an amazing community effort emphasizing the richness of our environment. It continues a 
forty seven-year tradition of caring and preservation. 
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