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Field Trip Exercises: 
Silvicultural Practices for NSO Dry Forest Habitat 

 
Field Stop A.  LANDSCAPE OVERVIEW 
Here’s what you are looking at:  This overlook allows a view of topographic and 
vegetation features that surround a NWFP northern spotted owl core area.  Information 
on how fire would move through this landscape will be provided by local experts.  This 
overlook also provides an opportunity to discuss northern spotted owl habitat landscape 
elements (i.e., patch size, patch distribution, dispersal habitat connectivity, etc) and their 
potential interaction with fire. 
 
Objective: Your management objective is one of protecting the 100 acre northern 
spotted owl core from loss due to fire, without treating the stand itself (and not 
superimposing political, economical or regulatory constraints).  How would you reduce 
fire risk to this core area?   You are encouraged to make assumptions to facilitate working 
through the exercise.  Please record your assumptions when responding to the questions 
that follow.  
 
Questions: 

1. What information needs would you like to have in order to meet your objective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What northern spotted owl habitat elements at the landscape scale would factor into 
your treatment objective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What fuels elements at the landscape scale would factor into your treatment  
objective? 
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4. What specific strategies could you propose to meet your objective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What would be the scale of that strategy (described in terms of the overlook view)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What types of treatments would be an integral part of the strategy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Where on the landscape would the treatments be implemented? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What would be the potential barriers to implementing the treatments/strategy? 
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Field Stop B.  NORTHERN SPOTTED OWL NEST CORE 
 
Here’s what you are looking at: This forest stand is part of a 100 acre NWFP un-
mapped LSR where a northern spotted owl activity site (nest) and the “best” 100 acres of 
habitat is delineated.  For this exercise consider the following facts. This is high quality 
northern spotted owl habitat.  For the past decade, this spotted owl site has been 
monitored continuously showing alternating years of successful reproduction and 
minimal turnover of adult spotted owls.  Two of the juvenile owls banded at this site have 
been reobserved in subsequent years approximately 10-15 miles away at other spotted 
owl sites.  Stand structure specific information will be provided by local experts. 
 
Objective: Your objective is to treat this 100 acre stand to reduce the risk of loss due to 
fire (and not superimposing political, economical or regulatory constraints).  You are 
encouraged to make assumptions to facilitate working through the exercise.  Please 
record your assumptions when responding to the questions that follow.  
 
Questions: 
Compare this stand’s characteristics with the spotted owl habitat, fire habitat and 
silvicultural condition Checklists.   

1. What characteristics make this stand northern spotted owl habitat? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What would you want to know about fire/fuels for this site in order to implement 
your objective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What reasons would you have to treat this stand? 
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4. What types of treatments could be implemented without eliminating or 
substantially impacting the important elements of spotted owl habitat and forest 
health? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  How effective would the treatments be in meeting your objective?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What would be potential barriers to effective treatments? 
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FIELD STOP C (Spots 1, 2 &3):  TREATMENT AREAS 
These spots are intended to expose you to using the Checklists to assess stand condition 
with emphasis on identifying northern spotted owl habitat and fire habitat characteristics.  
Specifically, we are asking you to use the Checklists to assess and critique two different 
levels of treatment in the same habitat.  In do this, we are hoping to accomplish the 
following:  identifying terms or attributes not provided on the Checklists, identify items 
to add to the Checklists, and helping to define the terms utilized on the Checklists.  We 
will utilize these discussions to revise the Checklists on Day 3 of this workshop and post-
workshop.   

 
Spot 1  
Here’s what you are looking at:  A mixed conifer with some hardwood stand that 
we consider representative of spotted owl habitat in this area.  It is also a riparian area.  
 

Objective/Assignment: Compare the structure and characteristics of this stand 
against the Checklists for spotted owl habitat, fire hazard characteristics and silvicultural 
condition.  Discuss the elements or characteristics that might influence the ability of 
spotted owls to use the area, forest health and the way fire might move through the stand 
given different fire starts and weather condition scenarios.  You are encouraged to make 
assumptions to facilitate working through the exercise.  Please record your assumptions 
when responding to the questions that follow.  

 
 

Questions:  Any suggestions for the Checklists? 
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Spot 2 
Here’s what you are looking at: This is a stand where the treatment was a “light” 
thinning.  Local experts will describe pre and post-thinning stand characteristics.  For this 
exercise, we assume that treatment objectives were met; that is the stand continues to 
function as spotted owl habitat and fire risk is reduced.  The workshop organizers believe 
that these mutual objectives were met here.    
 

Objective/Assignment: Compare this stand to the stand at Spot 1 and note the 
characteristics of spotted owl habitat that are reduced or missing.  Also discuss the 
changes in silvicultural and fuels characteristics.  Utilize your Checklist(s) in framing this 
discussion.  You are encouraged to make assumptions to facilitate working through the 
exercise.  Please record your assumptions when responding to the questions that follow.  
 

Questions: 
1. Do you agree that this stand is spotted owl habitat? 
 
 
 
 
2.   Do you agree that fire risk has been reduced? 
 
 
 
 
3.   How have the stand structural changes likely impacted spotted owls? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   How have the stand structural changes likely changed fire behavior and forest 
health? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Are there other ways to conduct the treatments having the same successful results? 
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Spot 3 
Here’s what you are looking at:  This stand was heavily thinned resulting in the 
greatest amount of treatment and change between Spots 2 and 3. Local experts will 
provide pre and post treatment stand data.  For this exercise, we assume that the project 
objective of significantly reducing fire risk within the stand was met.  We believe the 
stand no longer functions as spotted owl habitat.   
 
Objective/Assignment:  Compare this stand to the stand at Spot A and note the 
characteristics of spotted owl habitat that are reduced or missing.  Also discuss the 
changes in the silvicultural and fuels characteristics.  You are encouraged to make 
assumptions to facilitate working through the exercise.  Please record your assumptions 
when responding to the questions that follow.  

 
Questions: 

1. Do you agree that this stand no longer functions as spotted owl habitat? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you agree that fire risk has been significantly reduced? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What other treatments could be used to meet fire objectives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Where would you use the treatments? 
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5. Could you conduct a heavy thin – for fire risk reduction- and keep it somewhat 
spotted owl friendly?  If yes, how would you do it?  What components would you 
retain to keep it more spotted owl friendly?   If no, why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What would you continue to do in this stand to set it up silviculturally for spotted 
owl habitat? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


