
 
 

As greater attention is paid to the role of cities in environmental and climate issues, 
The Nature of Cities reinforces the importance of many local planning, urban design 
and environmental education efforts, including policies, actions and initiatives currently 
being considered as part of the Portland Plan. Timothy Beatley is the Teresa Heinz 

Professor of Sustainable Communities in the Department of Urban and Environmental 

Planning, School of Architecture at the University of Virginia, where he has taught for 

more than twenty years. 
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