A Northern Spotted Owl Chronology
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: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lists the northern spotted owl under the Endangered
Species Act as threatened in Washington, Oregon, and California.

FWS designates 6.9 million acres of critical habitat in those states, all on federal lands.

FWS releases draft recovery plan. (The plan was not finalized due to the development
of the Northwest Forest Plan in 1994.)

The Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team—an interagency, interdisciplinary
team of scientists, economists, sociologists, and others—is assembled to craft balanced,
comprehensive, and long-term options for the management of more than 24 million

acres of federal forestlands within the range of the spotted owl.
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FWS releases 5-year reviews for spotted owl, including the recommendation that it
remain listed in threatened status. This status review report serves as a comprehensive
summary of scientific information on the spotted owl.

Recovery team established and new recovery plan process is initiated.

FWS releases draft recovery plan.

FWS proposes revised critical habitat designation of 5.3 million acres.



2008: FWS releases final recovery plan, identifying habitat loss and competition from barred
owls as the greatest threats to the species’ survival.

2008: FWS receives scientific peer reviews critical of the recovery plan.

2008: FWS finalizes revised critical habitat designation of 5.3 million acres in Washington,
Oregon, and California, all on federal lands.

2008-2009: FWS litigated on recovery plan and critical habitat.

2009: FWS releases draft statewide Safe Harbor Agreement with the Oregon Department of
Forestry and the Natural Resources Conservation Service to encourage non-federal
landowners to contribute to spotted owl recovery.

2009: FWS seeks public comments on an environmental analysis of possible experimental
removal of barred owls from three areas in Oregon and Washington to determine if the
removal benefits spotted owls.

2010: FWS initiates targeted scientific revision to the recovery plan to address critical peer
reviews and incorporate the latest scientific information.

2010: FWS releases draft revised survey protocol to improve efforts to locate spotted owl
occupied sites in the presence of barred owls.

2010: FWS finalizes statewide Safe Harbor Agreement with Oregon Department of Forestry
and Natural Resources Conservation Service.

2010: FWS releases draft revision to the 2008 recovery plan in September 2010, with the final
planned for release in December 2010.

On the Horizon

e Adraft Environmental Impact Statement on conducting experimental removal of barred
owls in certain areas to determine what effect such removal would have on spotted owls
will be released early in 2011.
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For more information on spotted owl recovery efforts, visit www.fws.gov/species/nso
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