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Black Bayou Lake National Wildlife Refuge

480 Richland Drive just north of Monroe

                        (Off Hwy 165 N, 1.3 miles north of CenturyTel 

                         Corporate headquarters)

Phone 387-1114

                        Fax 387-2628
Thank you for your request for an educational field experience at Black Bayou Lake National Wildlife Refuge.  

Our goal is to help students acquire the skills and knowledge specified in grade level benchmarks by engaging their inborn interest and curiosity in nature.  Many cross curricular, hands-on activities related to refuge resources and its diverse habitats can be conducted with materials and equipment available in the Conservation Learning Center.  In order to offer quality experiential learning opportunities for every school group, our policy is to involve teachers in the planning and, in some cases leading, activities. 

Our environmental education center includes: visitor center with interactive exhibits and meeting room; an amphitheater/pavilion; nature trail through forested wetland and prairie demonstration area; 1300 ft pier with spotting scopes; arboretum with 155 native Louisiana woody plants identified; ponds for aquatic investigations; and our Conservation Learning Center with Discovery Room (equipped with audio-visual equipment, five computers, microscopes, water and soil testing equipment, learning stations with teacher-ready activities and hands-on displays) and large aquaria exhibits of native fishes, reptiles, and amphibians.  The Conservation Learning Center has very large porches, front and back, which provide additional covered activity space. 
The amphitheater can be used for sack lunches or snacks.  You will need to bring drinks. We have water fountains, but no drink machines. You must bring large trash bags for all food scraps and trash. You will be responsible for putting the garbage in a dumpster located on the boat launch road or taking it back to school for disposal.  Please do not let the children or adults carry snacks or drinks on nature trail, pier or in exhibit areas. 

Please read all information and fill out the Field Experience Planning and Reservation Form. Fax it or e-mail to the refuge at least two weeks prior to the earliest date you requested.  Be aware that we are very busy in the spring so the earlier you can request a date, the more likely we can accommodate you.  When we can confirm a date, you will receive a confirmation letter with important information concerning your visit to the refuge. 
Our goal is for Black Bayou Lake National Wildlife Refuge to be an extension of your classroom, providing experiential learning opportunities for your students.
Nova Clarke, Refuge Ranger

