
A Recount By Alex Moore



About Me
• NAME:

 

Alex(andria) Moore

• SCHOOL: 

• MAJOR: Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (EEB)

• WORK

 

SITE:

• JOB TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES:
• TITLE: FWS CIP Biologist and Wildlife Intern
• DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: A little bit of everything.



Work

Population of Baring, Maine: 1,700

Number of Area Codes in Maine: 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the slide that represents the things I’ve experienced at work that are similar/different than when I’m at home (which is on the next slide). At my work site I live in a shack (specifically, The Woodcock Shack), I have to worry about being attacked by bears, there are bald eagles, I get to be with some crazy cool people, and I get to work directly with wildlife. Additionally, the town I have been living in is extremely tiny.



HOME

Population of 
Ann Arbor, 
Michigan: 
114,000

Number of Area Codes in Michigan: 11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At home, I live in a house, the only things I really have to worry about being attacked by are my cats, there are no bald eagles, the closest to wildlife I get is generally the student section at football games, and the city I live in is nearly 100x larger. I also get to be around some crazy cool people (picture of my niece), but they’re mostly crazy.



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer

Woodcock Trapping and Banding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is one of the “extra” activities we got to help with, which was woodcock trapping and banding. The upper right hand picture is one of a typical woodcock and the photo below it is the bird we were searching for. The kit on the left side is your run of the mill kit filled with everything we needed to  band the birds. This activity was necessary because it helped give us an idea of the birds population and the type of habitats they frequent for food.



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer
Brood and Wildlife Surveys

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also were able to assist in brood and wildlife surveys and these are pictures of some of the types of animals we were graced with the opportunity of seeing. Clockwise from the top left: Wood duck, Canada Goose brood, Barred Owl, Moose.



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer
Beaver  and Culvert Work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The other SCA and I were responsible for doing culvert surveys as well as cleaning out the culverts and water control structures. The arrows in this slide represent the back and forth nature of this activity. Once the culverts and W.C.S.’s were cleaned out, the beavers would dam them right back up and we would have to start the process all over again. Hence the frowny face.



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer
Invasive Work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We did a lot of invasive plant removal as well. The top two photos are of spotted knapweed, the bottom right is of purple loosestrife, and the bottom left photo is a truck full of removed glossy buckthorn. All are invasive. Though the projects are nearly impossible to complete in the time we were given, we were able to start something that will hopefully be carried on and continued until these non-native plants are permanently removed. One can only hope…



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer
Butterfly Survey

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I didn’t participate in this as much as the other SCA interns did, but we also assisted in the Maine butterfly survey. The purpose is to get an adequate reading on the number of types of species of butterflies are in different regions of Maine.



Projects

 

: What I Did All Summer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a slide of a number of tools and the vehicles I used this summer.  



Applications Back Home?

• Woodcock Trap Checking: 
Be persistent

 

. Woodcock trap checking is all a game of chance and more 
often than not it’s  a game that’s being lost. The key is to keep going until you find a 
win, as few and far between as they are. It’s always worth it.

• Brood and Animal Surveys:
Be patient

 

. Sitting in a car, tree, or tripod stand for two hours at 4am can 
test the limits of patience and mental strength, but it’s always worth it when the 
sun rises and wildlife finally decides to sneak out and show you

 

how incredible it 
is.

• Culvert and Beaver Duty: 
Be appreciative. There are worse things than cleaning the kitchen.

• Invasive Plant Removal:
Be responsive. Don’t wait until the issue becomes a problem. Nip it in the 

bud.



My

 

Perspectives

 

: Personal Growth

• I’ve always had a deep respect and admiration for the strength, beauty, and will 
of nature. That hasn’t changed.

• I had absolutely no direct experience with wildlife before, so I didn’t have any 
work‐related skills to bring to the table. But what I did have was personal 
perseverance and tolerance. It turns out that’s all I needed.

• What I’ve Learned:
• City life is easy.
• Nature needs our help.
• Mental strength is key.



The US Fish and Wildlife Service
• The FWS represents a great career choice for those seeking to work in 

 
wildlife management, those who don’t mind moving around (state‐to‐state, 

 
refuge‐to‐refuge), and for those who want to work at the highest level 

 
(government).

• For me, the US Fish and Wildlife Service represents a close to ideal career 

 
aspiration. I aspire to have a career where I have direct contact with wildlife 

 
and am directly involved in the improvement of their well‐being. Examples:

• Conservation/Wildlife Biologist
• Wildlife Veterinary Technician
• Zoologist
• Wildlife Manager



Would You Like My Advice? Well, Here It Is Anyway

• Try everything once. 

• Be prepared to experience “unpleasantries”, but 

 
don’t let them keep you from moving forward.

• Don’t dwell on mistakes, because you will make 

 
them. Let them teach you a lesson.

• Nature is unpredictable and needs to be 

 
respected. Don’t act like you know what’s going to 

 
happen next. Stay safe at all times.

• Don’t get bogged down by small or insignificant 

 
feeling duties. They all contribute to the greater 

 
goal. And that goal is conservation.



Last Words

Thank you for tolerating me, for teaching me, and for allowing me to call 
you my friends and this place my home.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15



