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Connecting People with Nature
Fishing Derby Connects Hundreds of Children with Nature

Nearly 200 children ages 1-14 and their families 
grabbed their fishing poles, fishing hats and 
favorite rainbow trout bait and headed off 
to the White Sulphur Springs National Fish 
Hatchery this Memorial Day weekend for the 
Annual Fishing Derby.  The Derby was held in 
conjunction with the West Virginia Dandelion 
Festival (hosted by Main Street White Sulphur 
Springs) which included a whole slew of family 
friendly activities including music, dancing, 
storytelling, wild turkey calling contests, dunk 
tanks, rock walls and of course the West Virginia 
Dandelion Festival parade.  It was a full weekend 
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Felicia Grubb shows off 
her Fishing Derby Prize.

Aquatic Species Conservation
WSSNFH to Begin Propagation of the Atlantic pigtoe

The Atlantic pigtoe, Fusconaia masoni.
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. WSSNFH, in partnership with the Conservation 
Management Institute, recently secured a research grant 
to identify suitable fish hosts for the Atlantic pigtoe, 
Fusconaia masoni.  Due to population declines across its 
historic range, the Atlantic pigtoe is listed as threatened by 
the state of Virginia and in 2008, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service proposed that the Atlantic pigtoe be considered 
for Endangered Species Act protection.  Pregnant female 
mussels will be collected from the Nottoway River within 
the boundaries of the Fort Pickett Army National Guard 
Manuever Training Center in Blackstone, VA.  Fort Pickett 
has one of the best remaining populations of the Atlantic 
pigtoe in Virginia, and possibly the world.  

WSSNFH has launched a brand new website at www.fws.gov/
northeast/wssnfh.  Back issues of the White Sulphur Springs National 
Fish Hatchery Newsletter are available for download as well as  
information on rainbow trout, freshwater mussels, the National Pilot 
Outdoor Classroom, the Annual Fishing Derby and the Freshwater 
Folk Festival.  A photo history of WSSNFH also is available on the 
new website including photos of the hatchery from the early 1900’s as 
well as photos of the hatchery’s first manager, R.K. Robinson.

The thrill of the catch!
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sun in the Allegheny Highlands of southeastern West Virginia.  As always, the Annual Fishing Derby was 
co-hosted by the White Sulphur Springs Rotary Club and the White Sulphur Springs National Fish Hatchery.



Tom Skeans gives the juvenile 
mussels a bath.

Workforce Management
Biologist from Lahontan National Fish Hatchery Learns Freshwater Mussel 
Propagation at WSSNFH

Tom Skeans, Animal Caretaker at Lahontan National Fish Hatchery, recently 
spent two weeks at WSSNFH learning the ins and outs of freshwater mussel 
propagation.  Tom is a retired iron worker that has found a second career 
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Originally from Ohio, Tom has lived 
and worked in 36 states before landing at Lahontan National Fish Hatchery.  
Located in Garderville, Nevada less than an hour from Lake Tahoe, Lahontan 
National Fish Hatchery produces Lahontan cutthroat trout for Pyramid Lake, 
Walker Lake, the Truckee River, Fallen Leaf Lake, June Lake and Gull Lake.  
Several unique strains of Lahontan cutthroat trout have gone extinct in the 
past century.  The strain that originally inhabited Pyramid Lake, for example, 
disappeared from the lake in 1939.  Fortunately, a population of cutthroats 
discovered near Pilot Peak in Utah in the 1970’s turned out to be descendants 
of the original Pyramid Lake strain.  Over the next ten years, biologist at the 
Lahontan National Fish Hatchery were able to develop captive broodstock 
of Lahontan cutthroats from the fish collected on Pilot Peak.  Currently, the 
hatchery holds 9,000 broodstock fish that produce about 700,000 Lahontan 
cutthroat eggs every year.
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Leadership in Science and Technology
Scientists from Around the World Visit WSSNFH

Scientists from around the world recently visited 
WSSNFH for a tour of the freshwater mussel propagation 
facility (The Aquatic Resource Recovery Center).  The 
visiting scientists, working on freshwater mussel recovery 
in the Czech Republic, Luxembourg, Ireland, England, 
Germany, Spain and Columbia traveled by bus from the 
FMCS Symposium in Baltimore (see story above) to 
see the state-of-the-art technology used at WSSNFH to 
propagate and culture freshwater mussels.  The mussel 
species of primary interest in Europe is Margaritifera 
margaritifera, an endangered species belonging to the 
family Margaritiferidae.  The family Margaritiferidae 
is unique among freshwater mussels because it has a 
Holarctic distribution, meaning this mussel family can be 
found throughout the northern continents of the world 
(North America, Europe and Asia).

Catherine Gatenby, Hatchery Manager at WSSNFH, 
explains the Biofence to a group of international 
scientists. 
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Leadership in Science and Technology
International Symposium of the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society a Success

Catherine Gatenby (far left), Symposium Chair and 
Hatchery Manager at WSSNFH, with members of the 
Symposium Planning Committee.
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and 13 countries around the world descended upon 
the Baltimore Waterfront Marriott in April for the 
International Symposium of the Freshwater Mollusk 
Conservation Society.  The symposium, chaired by 
Catherine Gatenby (Hatchery Manager at WSSNFH), 
included a full week of scientific presentations, posters, 
committee meetings and field trips.  It was clear from 
the turnout of international scientists that the decline 
of freshwater mollusk populations is a global issue not 
just a local one.  Degradation of habitat and poor water 
quality in our nation’s streams have left over 70% of 
the freshwater mussel populations in North America in 
serious decline.  The fresh ideas and new information 
exchanged at this meeting will help scientists address 
the habitat and water quality issues facing freshwater 
mollusks and begin to stem the tide of recent declines.   
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Our mission is working with the community 
of White Sulphur Springs and our 
partners to be good stewards of both the 
environment and the historical significance 
of White Sulphur Springs National Fish 
Hatchery by 1) providing recreational 
fishing opportunities, 2)recovering fish, 
mussels and other wildlife and their 
habitats and 3)promoting awareness and 
appreciation of our cultural and natural 
resources, for the benefit of all people.

Hatchery Mission

Hatchery Information

Established in 1900 to produce fish for the 
American Public, WSSNFH became part 
of the National Broodstock Program in 
1976.  Since then we have shipped millions of 
disease-free rainbow trout eggs to hatcheries 
across the country.  In 1995, the hatchery 
added a new program, freshwater mussel 
conservation. Today, we provide shelter for 
mussels threatened by pollution and raise 
baby mussels to improve wild populations.

Hatchery Tours
Tours are available free to the public 
M- F, 8AM to 3 PM.  Call (304) 536-1361 
one week in advance to schedule a tour.

For more information:

To receive this bi-monthly newsletter 
via e-mail send your request to: 
matthew_patterson@fws.gov.

Rainbow trout eggs ready for shipment.

1.5 year-old northern riffleshell (a federally 
endangered mussel) raised at WSSNFH.
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Kids CornerKids CornerKids CornerKids Corner

Pyramid Lake and the 
Lahontan Cutthroats
On page two we mentioned 
that the Lahontan Cutthroat 
Trout were lost from Pyramid 
Lake in 1939.  I bet you 
were wondering where did 
Pyramid Lake get its name?  
Pyramid Lake gets its name 
from a large pyramid shaped 
tufa dome that sits on the 

lake’s eastern shore.  Tufa is a rock formation composed of calcium 
carbonate that forms underwater in places where lake water mixes 
with spring water.  When the lake level falls, the tufa formations are 
exposed.  The age and height of the exposed tufa has helped scientists 

determine 
historical lake 
levels in Pyramid 
Lake for the past 
35,000 years.  
In addition to 
the cool rock 
formations, 
Pyramid Lake 
is famous for its 
huge trout.  In 
1925 a member 
of the local 
Pyramid Lake 
Paiute Tribe 
named Johnny 

Skimmerhorn caught a 41-pound cutthroat trout, the world’s record.  
Pyramid Lake is 15 miles long, 11 miles wide, over 350 feet deep at 
its deepest point and entirely enclosed within the boundary of the 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Reservation. 

Friends of the WSSNFH
Friends of the WSSNFH Design New Rack Card 
with Grant from Greenbrier County CVB

Friends of the White 
Sulphur Springs 
National Fish Hatchery 
was recently awarded 
$500 in Cooperative 
Advertising Grant 
money from the 
Greenbrier County 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.  The 
money went toward 
creating a new rack 
card that advertises 
the Freshwater Folk 
Festival on one side 
and the National Fish 
Hatchery on the other 
side.  The Greenbrier 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau has agreed to help the 
Friends Group distribute the rack cards to all of the  Tourist 
Information Centers across the state of West Virginia.  

Hosted by 

The Freshwater Folk 
Festival is a family-
friendly day of  splendid 
music, tasty food, local 
crafts, and fun hands-on 
educational activities, 
brought together around 
the Festival mission to 
promote understanding, 
appreciation, and 
conservation of  
freshwater resources; 
and to celebrate the 
local natural history and 
culture of  White Sulphur 
Springs and Greenbrier 
County.
Contact Us At: 304-536-1361

Hosted byHosted by

Games • Music • More

www.greenbrierwv.com 

www.freshwaterfolkfestival.org

1st Saturday in October
White Sulphur Springs, WV

400 East Main St. 
White Sulphur Springs

West Virginia
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The tufa domes at Pyramid Lake.


