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Conserving America’s Fisheries

Working with partners to restore and 
maintain fish, mussels and other 
aquatic resources at self-sustaining 
levels for the benefit of the American 
Public.  Our seven priority areas 
include Partnerships and 
Accountability, Aquatic Species 
Conservation and Management, Public 
Use, Leadership in Science and 
Technology, Aquatic Habitat 
Conservation and Management and 
Workforce Management.

Originally established in 1900 to 
produce fish for the nation’s lakes and 
streams, the hatchery became part of 
the National Broodstock Program in 
1976.  Since that time, we have been 
shipping millions of disease-free 
rainbow trout eggs every year to 
hatcheries across the country. In 1995, 
the hatchery added a new program, 
freshwater mussel conservation. 
Today, hatchery staff provide shelter 
for adult freshwater mussels threatened 
by pollution and raise baby mussels to 
help improve wild populations. 

Mission

Hatchery Information

Contact Information
White Sulphur Springs NFH
400 East Main Street
White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986
Phone: 304-536-1361
Fax: 304-536-4634

Great Turnout for Fishing Derby 2007!

Hundreds of local school children and their families packed into the hatchery last weekend 
for a full day of trout fishing during the White Sulphur Springs National Fish Hatchery 
Annual Fishing Derby. All photos by Rachel Mair, Fisheries Biologist.

Cooperation with Native Americans 

Public Use

The Native American Fish and Wildlife Society invited WSSNFH to give a presentation 
on freshwater mussels at its 25th anniversary celebration in Reno, NV.  Matthew 
Patterson, a Fisheries Biologist with the hatchery, discussed the new Ohio River Basin 
Mussel Habitat Partnership and how it can forge partnerships with tribes living in the Ohio 
River Basin. Matthew also set up the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society Outreach 
Display at the associated trade show to help garner tribal support for the 2009 
International Symposium in Baltimore, MD. The symposium will include a special session 
entitled “Freshwater Mussels on Tribal Lands.”

Matthew touring the Pyramid Lake Indian 
Reservation.   Photo by Diana Brubaker

The FMCS Outreach Display.   
Photo by Matthew Patterson

Workforce Management
Our sincere congratulations go to 
Michael Whited (a.k.a. Mikee) for 10 
years of service to the hatchery and 
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

http://nafws.org/cms/index.php


Fun Fish Facts
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Free to the Public!

Are “Shellfish” really fish?
The name “shellfish” is commonly 
used for freshwater mussels and salt 
water mussels, oysters, clams and 
scallops.  But these little guys are not 
fish at all.  They are actually more 
closely related to squid and octopus, 
and belong to a group called mollusks.  

Friends of the WSSNFH

Friends of the WSSNFH help by 
organizing the Freshwater Folk 
Festival, education and fundraising. 
If you have an interest in being a 
Friend or receiving information 
about the Friends Group, please 
contact:  Matthew Patterson. 
(304) 536-1361 
matthew_patterson@fws.gov

Aquatic Species Conservation

Recent research indicates that the 
juvenile stage of freshwater mussels 
is very sensitive to a wide array of 
water pollutants.  Coal mine waste is 
a potential source of contamination in 
Appalachian streams but little is 
known about the effect these waste 
products have on juvenile mussels.  

Two-month-old juveniles in a Petri dish.  
Photo by Rachel Mair.

Rachel Mair counting juveniles prior to 
shipment.  Photo by Matthew Patterson.

To begin testing the effects of coal 
slurry on this fragile life stage, 
WSSNFH produced several thousand 
two-month-old juvenile mussels and 
shipped them to the USGS Columbia 
Environmental Research Center in 
Columbia, Missouri for testing.  
Scientists at the USGS Laboratory 
will expose the mussels to different 
concentrations of coal waste material 
and monitor growth and survival over 
time.

Tours
Tours of the trout hatchery and mussel 
propagation facility are open to large 
groups Monday through Friday, 8AM to 3 
PM.  Please call 304-536-1361 one week 
in advance to schedule a tour.

Children from Clendenin Elementary enjoying 
the hatchery visitor center.  Photo by Matthew 
Patterson

Freshwater Folk Festival
The 3rd Annual Freshwater Folk Festival 
has been 
set for 
September 
29th. Bring
the whole 
family for a 
day of 
music, 
dance, food 
and fun 
activities for 
the kids.

Caribbean Reef  Squid in Bonaire. Photo 
courtesy of Jan Derk

Unscramble each of the clue 
words. Take the letters that 
appear in   boxes and 
unscramble them for the final 
message.  

Fishy Double Puzzle?

To receive this monthly newsletter To receive this monthly newsletter 
via evia e--mail send your request to: mail send your request to: 
matthew_patterson@fws.govmatthew_patterson@fws.gov

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Caribbean_reef_squid.jpg
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