Streamlined Consultation Guidance for Restoration/Recovery Projects (RRP):
Format for the Biological Opinion


Address
Salutation
Introduction

Insert the following text:

This document transmits the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) biological opinion based on our review of the proposed (name of restoration/recovery project) located in (County, State), and its effects on (species/critical habitat) in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  This biological opinion is based on information provided in the (date) jointly developed biological evaluation/assessment and other sources of information and was completed pursuant to (date) Service policy on Streamlined Consultation Guidance for Restoration/Recovery Projects and associated documents.

BIOLOGICAL OPINION

I.	Description of the Proposed Action

	Copy and insert text from this Section I of the Biological Evaluation/Assessment.

II.	Status of the Species or Critical Habitat

A. Insert a brief summary concisely discussing the current, range-wide, condition of the listed species the factors influencing that condition, and the survival and recovery needs of the species that are most relevant to, and are impacted by this project. 

Insert a brief summary concisely discussing the current range-wide, condition of the critical habitat, the factors influencing that condition, and the conservation value of the critical habitat that are most relevant to and are impacted by this project. 

B. Environmental Baseline for Listed Species and Critical Habitat

	Copy and insert text from Section II of the Biological Assessment.

III.	Effects of the Action on Listed Species and Critical Habitat and Cumulative Effects

	Copy and insert text from Section III of the Biological Assessment.

	

IV.	Conclusion

Insert the following text:

After reviewing the current status of the (listed species/CH), the environmental baseline for the action area, the effects of the proposed action and cumulative effects, it is the Service’s biological opinion that the action, as proposed, is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the (listed species), and is not likely to destroy or adversely modify designated critical habitat for the (listed species) and will result in a net conservation benefit to the species.

The Service reached this/these conclusion(s) because:

A. The primary purpose of the proposed action is to conserve the (listed species/critical habitat); 
B. The proposed action was developed in coordination with the Service for that purpose;
C. The proposed action gives full consideration to, and is consistent with, the survival and recovery needs of the (listed species) and the role of the action area in providing for those needs;
D. The proposed action gives full consideration to, and is consistent with, the recovery support function of critical habitat for the (listed species) and the role of the action area in providing for that function;
E. There is either a proven track record for successful implementation of the proposed action, or there is a high level of certainty that the proposed action is likely to produce a beneficial impact for the listed species and/or the recovery support function of its critical habitat.
F. Adverse impacts (including those that conform to incidental take) are likely to be small in magnitude, temporary (meaning not continuous, recurring, or chronic), short-term and geographically local with respect to each local population being addressed.
G. The amount or extent of incidental take of listed species is likely to be low, and is not likely to have adverse population-level impacts to the affected listed species.  
H. [bookmark: _GoBack]The project is not likely to cause a permanent net loss of habitat, net loss of habitat function, net loss of critical habitat or a net loss of functional value of critical habitat.


V.	Incidental Take Statement

Insert the following text: 

The Service anticipates (describe the take, i.e., sex, life stage, number of individuals or extent of habitat if using as surrogate for individuals) as a result of this proposed action. The incidental take is expected to be in the form of (harm, harass, kill, etc.). 



Reasonable and Prudent Measures and Terms and Conditions

In the accompanying biological opinion, the Service determined that this level of anticipated take is not likely to result in jeopardy to the species or destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.  In order to be exempt from the prohibitions of section 9 of the Act, the (agency) must comply with the following nondiscretionary (if any) reasonable and prudent measures and terms and conditions and required reporting/monitoring requirements. 

The Service believes the following reasonable and prudent measure(s) and terms and conditions are necessary and appropriate to minimize impacts of incidental take of (species): [Add any appropriate RPM/TCs and monitoring and reporting requirements that haven’t already been incorporated into the project description.  If none are required, state that either none are required in addition to the existing conservation measures and monitoring and reporting already included in the project description, or that no such measures are required.  Do not include any measures that are already included in the project description.]

	
VI.	Reinitiation Notice

Insert the following text: 

This concludes formal consultation on the action(s) outlined in the (request/reinitiation request). As provided in 50 CFR §402.16, reinitiation of formal consultation is required where discretionary Federal agency involvement or control over the action has been retained (or is authorized by law) and if: (1) the amount or extent of incidental take is exceeded; (2) new information reveals effects of the agency action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not considered in this opinion; (3) the agency action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the listed species or critical habitat not considered in this opinion; or (4) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action. In instances where the amount or extent of incidental take is exceeded, any operations causing such take must cease pending reinitiation.

VII.	Literature Cited

	
[Section 7(a)(2) of the Act requires biological opinions to be based on "the best scientific and commercial data available." This section of the opinion identifies the scientific and
commercial data used in development of the biological opinion.]
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