
LAKE TECUMSEH BOAT PORTAGE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 

Do not exceed the maximum designed gross weight of 3000 lbs. 

 

1. All persons must exit boat before use and remain on dock during operation. 
2. Using switch at user station, lower trolley into water until bunks are mostly 

submerged.  Cart will also stop automatically at the end of the rails. 
3. Position boat onto trolley.  Important: motor and rear of boat must be fully 

on trolley with no rear overhang or trolley may derail.  Best if boat is at 
least 12 inches forward of rear end of trolley. 

4. Raise boat motor to the maximum height possible to clear trolley during exit.   
5. Push button to move boat over land.  Trip takes approximately 5 minutes. 
6. Remove boat from trolley and secure to dock.  
7. Park trolley out of water and close door to switch box. 

 

TO REPORT PROBLEMS WITH BOAT PORTAGE 

Call Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge 757-301-7329 or 757-416-8959 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY - DIAL 911 

Your location: LAT 36o 45’ 32.45”  LONG -75o 58’ 9.88” (South end of Lake Tecumseh) 

 

Secure your boat to trolley using a bow line or boat strap if it slips. Deep-V hulls may need 
the provided wedge blocks. 

Position motor over trolley and avoid boat hanging off rear of trolley:  Too much rear 
overhang may cause trolley to tilt up and jump rails once it begins to float upon re-entry. 

Move trolley out of water at end of each use:  Help prevent rust and water damage. 

Check water levels: Portage use may be limited by low water conditions during droughts or 
tidal drawdowns, or for larger deep-V hull boats. 

Avoid injury: Stand back; cable could break and recoil causing serious injury. 


