Endangered Species Act (ESA) Listing Decision for Diamond Darter

About the Document

By the end of fiscal year 2012, the U.S. Fish arildiNMé Service (Service) will make a listing
determination for the diamond dart€r{stallaria cincotta). A listing determination means to prepare
either a not warranted 12-month petition finding aamove the diamond darter from the candidatelist
a proposed rule to list the diamond darter as ténea or endangered. A proposed listing rule waidd
include a proposed designation of critical habifgirudent and determinable. If the Service psgmto
list the red knot, a final listing determination wo follow within the statutory timelines.

About the Peer Review Process

Peer review to beinitiated by: July 2012
Peer review to be completed by: October 2012

Process:

» The Service will conduct a peer review of the siifierinformation reviewed and used in our
analysis of the listing determination, but not af &SA policy conclusions regarding the species’
status or critical habitat boundaries.

» The Service will solicit external peer review oe tfsting determination through letters to three
independent scientific reviewers with expertiseismond darter ecology, conservation biology,
or freshwater fish ecology.

» Peerreviewers will be asked: whether we providaaurate and adequate review and analysis
of the threats, as categorized under the ESA’sfgtors, affecting the species; if our analysis of
the five factors is logical and supported by thiglence we provide; whether we provide accurate
and adequate review and analysis of why the prapostcal habitat designation is essential; and
if we cite all necessary and pertinent literatareupport our scientific analyses.

» If the Service moves forward with a final listinge, the Service will use the information
received from the peer review.

About Public Participation

* Public comments on the listing decision for thie@ps will be sought concurrently with
publication of this decision document in the FetlBegister and through distribution by mail and
press release of this announcement to interesttidgpa

* This peer review plan will be posted on the Sersigesbsite for public review and comment.

» The Service will post a notice on its website @ fimal decision, which will include a summary
of the results of the peer review process.

Contact: Martin Miller, Chief, Division of Threatened and @angered Species, 300 Westgate Center
Drive, Hadley, MA 01035martin_miller@fws.goy413-253-8615.




