


North Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative
Existing Science Needs Assessment
Request to Partners and Partnerships to Identify 
Priority Applied Science and Capacity Needs
Need:  In order to make informed decisions about priorities for additional science and technical projects and capacity, the North Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative (LCC) needs to compile current information on priority conservation science needs of existing partners and partnerships and ongoing or planned capacity and projects that are addressing these needs.
Process: LCC staff, with input from partners, develops a request to partners to address the following questions:
1. What are the highest priority science needs identified by your organization or partnership to inform management decisions in the North Atlantic LCC (or Northeast)?
2. For each need identified, is the need best met though funding projects (usually contracted and shorter term) or by adding capacity (usually additional staff and longer term)?
3. What recently completed, ongoing or planned projects and capacity are addressing regional or landscape scale applied science needs of your organization or partnership?
The request will be specific to needs that are landscape or regional in scope, are focused on informing management decisions and actions (including habitat protection, restoration and management, policies and regulations, and targeted outreach) and address major threats and uncertainties to sustaining natural or cultural resources.
· The request will be organized in a spreadsheet or database form that is easy to use and allows for analysis by species, habitats, geographic area, component (biological planning, conservation design, monitoring, research, etc.) and other factors.
· The request will be sent out in early January, 2011 asking for input by March (minimum of two-months).
· The request will utilize existing information from the NEAFWA Regional Conservation Needs (RCN) program.
· Information will be compiled, analyzed, and presented to the North Atlantic LCC Steering Committee at the Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference in April.
· Information will be used to define initial priorities for FY 2011 North Atlantic LCC funding (depending on when initial projects need to be selected).
· Information will be used at a Regional Conservation Workshop sponsored by the North Atlantic LCC planned for spring 2011 that will synthesize the first five years of the NEAFWA RCNs as well as initial LCC projects and seek input from partners on highest priorities for next steps.
· Information and results of the workshop will be used by the North Atlantic LCC to guide decisions on future projects, staff and technical teams needed to address the goals of the LCC.



